o

over and made to sppoar unimportant. It
it known that Genoral Mackensen sscrificed
lifo as recklessly as he fired shells, and the
retsking of denudod Prremysl woe scarcels
worth the sacrifice. Someo oo of the Gor-
wan gnd Austyian losses wnay bo imogined
when it is understood that on a front of
forty miles, betwecn 120,000 and 150,000
Gormnans and Austrians were put out of
action. Possibly the lostes in the wlhok
attack amounted Lo balf & million, and
tha remnan's of the regiments who fought in
Calicia aro to bo transferred to the Wost,
ag fias been stated, such shattored and weary
men would require test and time for re-
cuperation beforo they could lopo to put up
B fight against tho British, Irish, Freach, |’
&nd Belgian troops that are awsiting the
threataned attack of the epemy with quiet
confidenco and the lmowledge of their own
strength snd organisation. 3Moanwhile the
call on the people of these countries who are
not facing the cuemy is that they wust pay
freely and weke financial provision of the
most liberal kind for the men in the tren-
ches. In & word they are being saked to
put their savings at the disposal of the
Government at 4% per cent.,, and paw and |
inereased taxes may be remrded as cortain
in the gutumn,

Wz have published from time to time re
markable tributes paid by non-<Latholics to
French, English, and Irish chaplains at the
front. Our eonteraporary , the “Stratford
Exyress,” mow publishes the follewing in-
teresting letter sent to it by Driver Fred-
erick J, Collinson, who is engaged on am-
bulancs work in France:—*As you granted
ma my wish by inserting my Iast lotter in
the ‘Stratford Express,’ I trust that this
leiter may be of some interest to you. My
sole idea in writing this is to try and im-
press people at home how foithful the
Roman Catholic priests ore to their duty.
Although I have been brought up as s strict
Protostant, 1 must plainly express that I
have never seen or heard of such heroism
as these abbes show. Ther practicslly fight
among themselves to be able to go into tKe
fivet Lino of trenches, and when the woundel
@re put in our ambolance and are beyond
aid the priests will snifer any inconrentcuce
to be ablo to pray by their side while we
are tearing nlong on our errand of morcy.
They come for a lew davs' rest from the
tionches, and, whenever thoy meet me,
alwaye & cheevful and brave plrase comes
from their lins, Most of them are in sols
dier’s clothes, and by the manly woy they
work one would never think {hat rhey neld
such n nigh rank in private life. I have
never seel one of them show any sighs of
weariness:  When I have o puncture - r en.
gine trouble, they are alwars the first te
have their hands black. Ny pmion ot
them is more than I cun express.  \Wwhile
viriting this there are two of them washng
& bleady ambulance dowm, with corts off
and backets in hand. One of them, being
an old man, is puffing and b!owiugr.'fet heis
singing & song  which I cannot understund,
While all this is going on there is the boom,
boom, boom of the heavy artillery, the ping
of the rille, and tlirce men ave manning a
iteaillense on o Tanbe which is hoven

over the lines  Yet these brave men wor

day by day without a finch, or, when they
ave huct, without a ery or a curse, I trust
that this Jetter will not boro you, bat m

opinion of the Roman Catholie priest wi

always be of the highest, although my
roligion will never change from Protestant.’”

THe creation of the office of Minister of
Munitions ia the Coalision Govermmnent is
justified by an extraorditiry sob of circum-
stances. It is mot easy to understand the
otharge which cclipsed tho vital cssentials
in the liie of 2 pation, such ap England, and
which now conviloes in 4 supremo effort to
mect he present sitnation—asnd that too
un that camnot be spoken of 3s upforeseen
or unthought of, The position of the Wnr
Officc in regard to shells iz difBenlt to ap-
preciate, We had in Ireland o pumbor of
factories where powder nnd shot wero manu-
factored, Lut the policy at Whitelali did
0% eticourage them. Not merely that, but
~hen the manufacture of high explosives
vas ostablished socceasfully in Arklow by
the kate Mr. Chamborlais, he complaived
much of the hostility of the Home Offco.
Recently, in the House of Commons. some
questions wore put to tho Under Secretary
for War, Mr, Tensant, concorning the cast-
ivon shells usod by the Gormans agoinst
trencles.  AMr, Tonnant repliod that he was
not awaro that the most destructive eholls
used by the Germans were of cast-iron,
Furthor, he went on to say that there is no
Inck of production of shell bodics, and that
it I3 tho production of other cowponents
that entirely governs the output.

Tris statement does not elucidate mnttors,
uor does it make the attitude of tho War
Office towarde the guostion of tho mwanufac.
ture of shells more satisfactory. Tho Atter.
noy Gencral (Bir Ldward Carzon) at tlo
Lusitania Inquiry handed in the ship’s
monifest, which set out that shoe carriod
certain cases of ammunition snd “some
emply shells,” Tho queetion naturally arises
why, if Mr Tennant woroe covrectly inform-
ed, a gt ship like the Lusitania was
cngaged in dmporting shel! bocies. What
was the necessity for such importation?

Theso slhell eascs conld be manufactured in
Ireland with 2 recsonable orgauisation of
the country's resources.  Wo have pot the
iront, the copper. and the lead. Wo could
muke e nitrie acid too. The only thing wo
Tack is cottom. A3 regacds premizes and
machinery, there are soveral places in lree
Itnd suitablo for the manufacture of war
material, places wheve powdor and shot wero
formerly made. Thore are many who can
recollect when asuuuaition was manvipeear.
ed at tho Powder Mills, Ballincollig (to
wlich attentlon was previously directed in
this jourmal), Theve is ubandany evidence that
the making of war material is ong of tho

st mnduscries of Ireland, and it 5 o Lo
ropcd thas tha golden opnortunity ta rerive
it will be scized, dnd that the cforty of
the comumercial and trade bodics of Cork,
Daubbim, and Belfast will be rewarded in re-
awakening the ham of industry in many o
mill now ile, The War Office will, we
hopa, take Irish manufecturcrs: intn thoir
confidence and tell them what is waited.
Obscurily on such & subject is fotal to
BUCCSS,

A wise step is taken in oppointiyg 2 - De-
partmental Committes, over which Lord
Miluer is to proside. to consider tho etaps
necessary o increase foed production jo
Enpland, assuming that the war should con-
tinue bevond tho harvest of 1910. P‘grmors
perlips do not want much stimulotien to
do their best in thess doys. A full in
contivo is provided by tho prices that they
are realising at market., Farming wds nover
more prosperous than at this woment. Yot
thero &5 more Jand that can be developed i
tha men to work it can bo gbtained. '[he
committes will serve an exccllons purpose
it it ounbles niore food to be prodvesit,
zince o greater supply s the best guarantne
ag.ntlmt' tho ligh peices which bave ruled
intely.

Purlty—the keystane o' auccess—MACKIN-
TOSI'S TOFFEE DE LDXE. Flavour—tbe
uneivalled  achievement of MACKINTOSIE'S
TOFFEE DE LLUXE

Fox lleally Good Tea,tey W J Shinkwn'™s, 77,
Noeth Main St,, and 49, Prigoe’s 84, Telephuao~
No. £76. .



