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TURNED ONE. WE'RE EUHDNGRZQ RI KRZ ZH ¢

JUST ABOUT GETTING i HUH QRW JRLQJ WR EH

THE HANG OF THINGS : DW WKLY OHYHO ZLWKRX

AS OUR TEAM OF W FRVW WKH JXWV RI
REPROBATES GROWS. WKLV LVVXH DQG DQRW

THE LATE NIGHT WORK WR GLVWULEXWH ,1 \RX
SESSIONS ARE STILL GRLQJ LI \RX ZDQW XV
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*D0ZD\ /LPHULFN &RUNX3G® W0 mERARXKW zkdw 2 QF |SSUE #5!

GLG WRR <RX YH WROG 200UZDW ZRXOONNW LQF
DQG ZKDW \RX ZDQW PRDR®ID PRQYGUDLVLQJ GUL
FXOWXUH PRUH LQYHVWIGDWHNHRUL HFRRQWY S ORE SXOH ZKH
PRUH UD]RU VKDUS VDWEUWK ORIW\ QRWLRQV ORW JHW WR KDYH

‘H UH JHWWLQJ ELJJHU BRE EROVEREQQRX DSSU DERXW WKLV DXOG
RXU ROG DJH LQFUH DV IM)K DK B XS\ FVKRIREWK W | ﬁ%&fgggﬁ
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UDEEOH ZKLFK GLVDS$SUHDGIGUIWRNWRXIUQHG 11U S _-XVWLQ &DQV - HRI WKH QRZ GHFHDVHG B5RELQ +RRG 7D[ ZKLFK ¢
FOXWFKHV LQ D ZHHN | :IOMIGLRRW HIBH\WRDGRLQJ v QHHGV D OLFHQVH VRUWHG RXW UHFHQWO\ HQVXULQJ VSHFXODWL"
VXJIJHVWLQJ WKDW HDFK; 4V hh bMHWR® VE\KDSs P8 3DXO 7DUSH\ W L8 ZLOO QRW EH EH UHDVRQDEO\ WD[HG 1R 7KDW
PRUH WKDQ RQH SHUVRQ RXU UHDFK LV JDQGHU DW WKH , IURP +RXVHKROG &KDUJHV :DWHU 7D[HV DQG &L
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Presidential 7KH TXLFNHVW ZD\ WR PDQ V KHD

WKURXJK KLV FKHVW VHDQQH 9
1 ZKR FDPH WK LQ WKH 8 UHVLGHQ
AdVICe Election

L

Golden hand
shandies

THEY CALLED FOR US ALL TO PUT ON THE GREEN
JERSEYS, BUT WHEN THEY GOT THE CALL THE ONLY
GREEN WE SAW WAS THE FAT WADS THEY STUFFED

IN THEIR WALLETS. SCRATCH DAT ITCH EXPLORES THE
FINE ART OF BEING TWO FACED...

<RX DUH WKH IRUJRWWHQ JHQHUDWLRQ ZKRVH IXWXUH
:KLOVW \RX QRZ VKLYHU LQ WKH FROG RI XQFHUWDLQW
3DUN MRE IDLU VR WKDW \RX FDQ WDNH \RXU GHJUHH 2
IRU $XVWUDOLD VLOO UHPHPEHU WKDW WKH\ OLW FLJ

([SHUWV ZDUQHG RI DQ HFRQRP\ WKDW ZDV RYHUKHDW
LQ WKHLU KDQGY 7KH\ KHOSHG WKHLU IULHQGVY DQG E
: EX\LQJ KRWHOV KHUH EX\LQJ VKDUHV LQ JDV DQG HOH
: ministerial balcony, were sculpted by Gabriel Hayes in 1940 DQG ZKHQ WKH\ ZHQW EXVW QR RQH ZHQW WR MDLO :K

Panel For DOO WKH PRUH LPSUHVVLYH EHFDXV WKH SROLWLFLDQV OLNH DFWRUV RQ D VWDJH SOD\LQ
: DQG GLG WKH ZRUN LQ VLWX XVLQJ D RI \RX KDYH OHIW IRU VRPHSODFH HOVH
VFDIIROGLQJ 6KH FRPHV DFURVV DV [ gp | W KHOSV WR SD\ DWWHQWLRQ WR ZKDW WKH\ UH X

Pr0|e : \ZRRXUItIJHZIIDD?/ 'iAEX'f/QWIS"VKFHLSg\F/f/'\L"sFWngaV, \HDU ZDV OLNH D PREVWHUV FRQYHQWLRQ ZKHUH \RX
: Q Q say, “mistakes were made, and my father, uncles and brothers may have at one time

7KH EDOFRQ\ LV D VKRZFDVH RI ,ULVKUDQ D QXPEHUV UDFNHW EXW DOO , DP WU\LQJ WR GR
7KH VEXOSWXUH ZRUN LV JUHDW DQG 7y SUHFLRXV HFRQRP\ ZKLFK HYHU\RQH FDUHV DERX)

{LOOK UP #4

AT A PROTEST OUTSIDE THE DAIL ONE WKHLU H[SUHVVLRQV DUH FRPSOH[ H
L VHHP UHDO ZLWK WKH HDUOHVW  xQj CRRNHG OLNH D VSODWWHUHG VORSS\ SDYHPHQW SL]]
DAY WE FOUND OURSELVES TAKING . FROFHOWUDWLQJ ZLWKRXW NORZLQJ [+DOO DW WKH HQG RI WKHLU UHJLPH
SHELTER FROM THE RAIN IN THAT : <RX PD\ UHFDOO WKDW %ULDQ ZH DOO SDUWLHG /HQL
© 7KH SDQHOV VWDUW ZLWK WKH LUR ,
SAD-LOOKING SQUARE NEXT DOOR. L ZLWK D?/H LRXV DVVHVVL H H(\?/ EDFN LQ $ &DOO WR 3DWULRWLF $FWLRQ ‘H ZHU
: v QJ HISUHVN gp\ pRUH WD[ DQG PRUH 937 DQG QRW JR QRUWK RI Wt
TAKING A LOOK ABOUT US WE SAW : KLV PLOOLQJ FRXQWHUSDUW RQ WKH opwiy WkH SROLWLFLDQV ZHUH DVNHG WR UHVSRQG
SOME EXTRAORDINARY SCULPTURES @ WKH SDQHOV LQFOXGH VKRHPDNLQJ '\
D ZRPDQ LQ D OHDW KDW VHH SKRWF 7KH\ ZHUH DVNHG LI WKH\ ZLVKHG WR JLYH EDFN VRPH
THAT HAVE A CERTAIN TOTALITARIAN | 6 "00 00 DOG SRWWHUL D PXVEXODU EXW WKHQ KH V EHHQ NQRZQ WR ZLQ WKDW PXFK
FEEL AND TOPPED OFF BY SOME . WUDFLQOJ WKH FXUYHV RI D YDVH 0DU\ +DUQH\ RI WKH 3URJUHVVLYH 'HPRFUDWYV JDYH EC
KIND OF IRONMAN-MICHAEL O'LEARY  : || VRPHKRZ \RX VWLOO ZHUHQ W HIF gFLQRLZVHVVOI-?UJZDg)I:OéL\(/QRW DsszlliggIv?/gOWVJSVIW?/vUKLHWe\swLDU\A?:
CHARACTER SPEWING AIRCRAFT : LQGXVWULDO DQG FRPPHUFLDO IXWXU gpygRroGgYV IURP JDYH EDFN QDGD 'HUPRW $KHUQ
ACROSS THE BALCONY. WE GAVE LISA : RQ WKH SDQHO DERYH WKH GRRU 7KH qpwKLQJ IURP WKHLU HDFK
, { OLJKW WKURZLQJ D VZDUP RI DHURSC
CASSIDY A BELL, SHE’S BEHIND THE . OLNH DEVXUG LPDJHU\ RI DLU WUDYHC 5DSKDHO %XUNH PDGH D JHUR FRQWULEXWLRQ IURP
AWARD-WINNING BUILTDUBLIN.COM © DQ 21+FH RI 3XEOLF :RUNV SDPSKOHW (URP DQG R(I)IDHUUV\V/L)EQS&?(%V%KHIEQQ]JHIURRUI,UURHPODQG \?,,VK)%\(VQ\(/QL
BLOG, AND ASKED DOES SHE KNOW architecture shows a small ashtray with a chubby cast of a . : |
WHERE WE ARE © 'SODQH RQ LW OD\EH WKH EHVW zRUN: $ODQ 'XNHV NHSW DOO RI KLV SHQVLRQ 'LFN 5RF
7KHUH V D ORQJ KLVWRU\ Rl EXLOGL LEN 6SULQJ QRWKLQJ 1URP FUHHQ (DPRC
Q Q |URP KLV 6LOH 'H 9DOHUD VXUHO\ D SDWULRW G

HOHPHQWY ZKRVH IXQFWLRQV LQFOXC KHU

: &ROOLQV DQRWKHU ROG VFKRRO ERRN SDW
...Yes rabble, it's the sort of place where a few benches: WKH EHVW H[DPSOH LV VWDLQHG JOD\ Q Q

7KH SUHYLRXV LQFRPSHWHQW LQFXPEHQW 7DRL\

J would make so much sense that you're surprised every : UHLQIRUFHG WKH VHUPRQ XVLQJ QDUL QRQH RI KLV SHQVLRQ
WLPH WR +QG QRQH DQG VR \RX UHWKHV WL¥W XFRORXDGGLQUIJWWHWR UHDF
: VXUURXQGHG RQ WKUHH VLGHV E\: *RR @ UDHPIHOW. REXLOGLQJIV DQG :LVGRP LV VRPHWKLQJ WKDW JHWV SDVVHG RQ 0\ \H

: ZDV LQ JRYHUQPHQW E\ D GRFWRU DQG VKH UHSOLHG
JRYHUQPHQW EXLOGLQJV : ODWFKHG ZLWK WKH GHOLEHUDWH XV SROLV(\?LFLDQVQFRQQFHQWUDWH RQ IHQDWKHULQJ WKHLU

5LJKW LQ IURQW RI \RX WKDW V WHKHVE D QJHQWHDNISWHGCRF OVMKWH DR LWHF RODWLROV IURP D PL LR HWLUHPHOW SD\RXW
EXLOGLQJ FRQVWUXFWHG IRU WKH 'Bi$SDEW PHELW RO L NOHG YW\KW UMW HG JOIL GRQ Q Y 00 QU v Q

&RPPHUFH EHWZHHQ DQG 6 HAKIR) QWKG1 B\QYPRE@BHG DXGLHQFH zpv v OHDQZKLOH IRU WKH UHVW RI XV WKH PHQX GHO GLD
5XSHUW %R\G %DUUHWW © WR WKH ZRUOG DQG WR %ULWDLQ R 'URP VWRQHV DQG %XOOVKLW SLH VHUYHG RQ WKH KR’
BWDUWLQJ RIl HDV\ WKH WZR NHYVWHKEHRVRN K QEMR BB wW Kl PR VW -, ULV

DQG RQ 6FKRRO +RXVH /DQH DUH:R? W g\ D v DQG JUDIW" lustration by Dara Lynch

WKH 1DYLJDWRU 7KH NH\WWRQHV YIRPH \§ KR QO ZKR SNYOMH W RO k HU HD

MK Meee!!
\'t THE (HEAREST!




If you like The Onion but are looking 8SGDWHG LUUHJXODUORQ@DWKHGL) WHKEHHRRN ZHUH WR
for an Irish skew on its humour, SLVV QHZV UHSRUWYVY WKHUALWHR WIEHH@Y KHLU RZQ S
JHW WKRVH OLWWOH * QHMBRQYVEEQHLG@U D | H® KHR UIRMHHWUSPHVOWHIVYD Q QH G

ZDWHUIRUGZKLVSHUVQRIQWRKRPOQPBXWRS VFUHHQW¥VNLYBHRW Y%IHSRIHWMFKHPHYV

Helo Jim fix it

RI OF THE
MUTANT poTATO
Meanwhile in Teagasc, a new generation of genetically
modified spuds appear to be in trouble...

Eat yer
sausage son

I can’t. Ders sumfink
/_\ N wrong wi me hand...

WE'RE NOT JUST A PRINTED RAG, YOU KNOW. THERE ARE SWATHES OF
YOU LAYABOUTS OUT THERE WITH YOUR FINGERS HOVERING OVER THE
LIKE BUTTONS ON OUR CAT PICKSHURS. IT WASN'T JUST OUR PHOTO
OF NICK GRIFFIN'S ADDRESS THAT KICKED UP SOME COMMENT ONLINE
— HAVE A GOO AT WHAT YOU LOT WERE TELLING US ON FACEBUKE AND
THE TWEET MACHINE SINCE OUR LAST ISSUE.

On Bono Is A Pox $VLGH IURP WKH VHOI *DJHOODWLQJ I

Any1 following this needs to look at them selves in QRQVHQVH WKH UHSRUW PDNHV LW F(_

WKH PLUURU &DQW EHOLHYH wKHYHVFRYELWWHE VK WKHVH LQVWLW

+DUG ZRUN DQG 'HWHUPLQDWLRbHDWP&Nfg#@’ X&WHERXW WULDO VXE
L

<RX QHHG WR VLW DURXQG WKL®QD P H]UP ALY, PRPSHRW ot H WRU
DERXW WKHQARXW LOH WR VODYH ODERXU ,W DOVR PDNHV LV
LPSULVRQPHQW ZDV XVHG DV D IRUP F
00000000000000000000000000000 LH GLVDSSHDULQJ SHRSOH FODVVL*HGC
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GROH GD\ DQG RWKHU VRFLDO zHHAWUH "FAWHWR FILVH FRYISJQPHQW
D ELW FRPSDUHG WR GD\V \RX D%@FVI@L%@VW%U'—\H&@\X%WQ\ WKH\ GHQ\
\HDUV ZK\ QRW" LWV QRW O LN @Abortipndsnet for oyeeyaseyhypderstandat Quy 4
SD\PHQWY WKH\ DUH WKHUH E\ QM HIKIRV VD PXNRQVEKRRGLRQG \HW W
LW LI SHRSOH KDYH D GULQN QR¥QEOE \OW BRE MG WHW WK HLU
KDLU GRZQ RQ WKH IHZ WLPHV Wi\ liked @abDd bRing@agall against women and
&RQRU .RUHVK LW GRHVQ W VHHP OLNH WKHUH V DQ\
ZDV D JOLPPHU RI KRSH IRU WKH (8 UX
DUFKDLF ODZV EXW DW WKLV SRLQW |
On rabble#a OLNH LW OO /FRXDWQNZKHUH

+L MXVW UHDG 5DEEOH IRU WKH*?BVYW WEPH *EODVV® HPPHOTHQW

MRE ODGV DQG ODVVLHV W V VSUKRGHA Buiohk NGRS R
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. — On James Reilly & developer Seamus Murphy
So, no college grants if your parents haven't paid
the Household Charge rabblers? +DUQH\ ZLWEKXD [EHD BIGH O O

6XUHO\ LW GRHVQW PDWWHU LI JRXd: SDWHQW Ve KDY H QW SPLG DQG
\RX DUH LQGHSHQGHQW RI WKHP" LQ RWKHU ZRUGV , KRSH LW
GRHVQW HIIHFW PDWXUH VW XG HQ Pryg Rahibitio)dH %7 ($"

-DVRQ .HDUQH\ -XVW EHFDXVH RQH PLJKW EX\ GUXJV |
, ZRXOG WKLQN WKDW ZLWKKROEBRMIZRYOOB QW VER\ZR LFUKQMW IURP GRH?
VWXGHQW LV HQWLWOHG EDVHGHR® KWHKHVWREAEWR RORZRWKHRRWKHU
D VHSDUDWH FKDUJH E\ WKHLU SDUR®H WRWRHKOIBYLDPNGL ILWVARROG KDY
YHU\ GXELRXV OHJDO JURXQG 7WKHIEKODPWHRDQH WRRX®EQG PDQ\ SHF
EH TXHVWLRQHG LQFOXGLQJ E\WKHR QH ZZHkWR FKKOBVENS 81 b L RESWA IR QK H U
FKDU&RQRU *DOODJKHU 7KDW VHHPV XQOLNHO\ 7DNLQJ LOOHJ
SHUVRQDO ULVN DQG XQFHUWDLQW\ W
WKH DFWXDO UHDVRQ IRU WDNLQJ WK
On the report into the Magdalene Laundries DQ\RQH VD\ , UHDOO\ OLNH WKH EX]]

, JR WR VFKRRO LQ WKH EXLOGL@ H p mwa%@ﬁ%mﬁwww“
XS XQWLO WK V WKHUH ZHUH \é ‘bé b H |:| 2 D[
7TKHUH LV QR SODTXH QR PHPRUL 8 D WKRVH ZRPHQ

ZKR ZHUH LPSULVRQHG LQ WKH 0ODJGHOHQH ODXQGU\ WKDW

LV QRZ DQ DUW FROOHJH 7KDW VHHPV D FULPH KRZHYHU

VHYHUDO VWXGHQWY PDNH ZRUN RQ WKH VXEMHFW
-RDQQD 7KRPSVRQ



By a tiny margin Novelty Oversized Pencilmoney to tell us how to vote and 70% of
M e hfe ren d um 20 1 2beat Ginger Child to win the Won't- you not even showing up, this gets marked

Somebody-Please-Think-of-The-Children down by rabble as the mehferendum?2012.
Referendum. With the Government rapped
on its knuckles for illegally spending our
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) CLASS DISMISSED:
Marking the Lockout

WHEN THE NEXT ISSUE OF RABBLE RETURNS FROM THE PRINTERS, WE WILL BE WELL
INTO 2013. WHILE THE COUNTRY MAY BE PLASTERED WITH BILLBOARDS ENCOURAGING
YOU TO BRING YOUR ‘UNCLE SAM’ HOME FOR THE GATHERING NEXT YEAR, TO MANY
OF US 2013 IS FIRST AND FOREMOST ABOUT THE CENTENARY OF THE DUBLIN
LOCKOUT. DONAL FALLON LOOKS AT HOW SOME PLAN TO COMMEMORATE AN EVENT
WHICH PITTED THE FORCES OF LABOUR AND CAPITAL AGAINST EACH OTHER IN AN
UNPRECEDENTED AND DRAMATIC FASHION.

which left some workers dead and a movement uItimate}yincIusive ways to mark the upcoming centenary. The North Inner
defeated, yet which highlighted the power of solidarity : City Folklore Project continue to promote the forgotten history of
and community. . the north inner-city, and the recent ‘Digging The Monto’ exhibition
Marking 2013 is no easy task for the left and community < in The Lab on Foley Street gave some insight into the incredible
groups. Moving beyond the personalities like Jim Larkin and material within that groups’ archives. Focusing on images of the

James Connolly, the stark fact that about 45% of the capital's = Dublin tenements, and availing of audio recordings of oral history
working population were living in tenement homes, inacity 5 interviews with those who lived within those cramped houses,

.

which boasted some of the worst slum housing in the developed the exhibition was a powerful look into the total misery of life in
world, is something which must be central to the narrative. Charle/ KH LQQHU FLW\ LQ WKH «UVW KDOI Rl
&DPHURQ WKH &KLHI +HDOWK DQG 0 H:GWIEs @ognting similarpptegrriticrexvpitionsin £013-and
time, noted in 1913 that there was a “wonderful kindness whicli IS0 plans to unveil a plaque relating to the labour dispute. One

the poor show to those who are still poorer and more helpless thalf the most tragic events of the dispute occurred in the heart of
themselves.” « the north inner-city, when the Dublin Metropolitan Police raided

Attempts to whitewash the memory of the Lockout are nothini; the Corporation Buildings, injuring a number of children in the

new, and for decades it has been spoken of as some sort of < proces§. ) o ]
rehearsal for the Easter Rising which came three years later. Yet Dublin Community Television have been recording footage
while both events share some leading protagonists, they are veryVhich can be used as part of their tapestry project. This project
different events at heart. Attempting to place the Lockout only ifi 1S very much tied-in with the plan of the union movement to see
the nationalist narrative, as something which happened in the ‘ba@ tapestry depicting the main events of the year produced by a
: ; Lo old days of occupation’, is disingenuous. William Martin Murphy, Variety of community groups. Dublin Community Television are
lllustration by Luke Fallon the leading employer of the day who clashed with James Larkii, hoping to produce short videos on the dispute which can be aired
was himself a one-time Irish nationalist politician. Many of the : from August, covering a wide variety of content ranging from the
demands of the workers’ movement in 1913 remain demands gf Production of the 2013 physical tapestry to song and also brief
the workers’ movement of 2013. The right to organise, and to « historical features.
union recognition in the workplace, is a right still denied to manfy The East Wall History Group, like the North Inner-City Folklore
thousands of workers in Ireland. Indeed one of the awkward trgthBroject, are attempting to tell the local story of the Lockout in
UHV L tEepbriod iQthatpestiadependence, the conditions of workér2013, as Dublin’s dockside communities on each side of the river
in Dublin did not see any real improvement. f were to the forefront of the union movement at the time. They
One form of solidarity in 1913 which remains an inspirational: are currently looking to hear from anyone who recalls their own
act to this day is the international solidarity which was shown, ip families involvement in the dispute, and like others they have
particular by British workers at the time. Without the backing of: @lready begun to mark the period, hosting lectures such as Conor

UDQN DQG *OH WUDGH XQLRQLVWYV LQ: Je[abepieesnivakien e eftrndioetrniaibvayginke o1911.

Avery real Class War erupted on the streets of Dublin, ong& held between a number of different groups on the best and most
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So Jugend Fine Gael have a bizarre new icon.
Something about working for loose change?

WV MXVW DV ZHOO RQH RI WKH «J
Otherwise | wouldn't have recognised Lucinda.
Eoin O’Mahony

Superman? No way you can make a fascist joke
about that..Stephen Gaffney

Any resemblance to real ideologies, living or dead,

T e e e e e e e e e e e e

is purely coincidentallennifer Collins ,UHO D Q_G ZRXO G KDYH E H HQ O'D ulJ I—_|'O\ L QP imE_)(IDHEIRH CPLRI.XIQ_XIW_VQ J F{U *BRWPRQLW\ JERXSV I
the scale it did, and the willingness of British working families t& over the mainstream narrative in 2013, and indeed the so-called
©0000000000000000000000000000 take Irish children into their homes should also be commemoraitetﬂecade of commemoration’ has proven to be a very top-down
) The opposition of the Catholic Church, outraged at these childrgraffair to date, and has almost grown into an industry in itself!
Yer man, the UCC President struggles to get by being sent to the homes of ‘Atheists and Socialists’, prevented: 2013 will create a real challenge for us all, but it is important we
on €232k. Could we organise a dig out? children from leaving the city and this should not be forgotten + remember that while those in power wish to see historical events
RXU N

HE

ZOMG what a fucking wanker! Does he think
people on minimum wage don’t work 60-70 hour
weeks too? Everything about this man = RAGE. No
wonder universities are going to shit when people
this out of touch with reality are running them.

Cat Kavanagh

either. : DV EHLQJ MXVW WKDW DQG WKDW DORQ

Awide variety of organisations and groups are planningto ¢ heart of history and to apply them to the present.
mark 2013 in their own unique ways. Ranging from local history
groups to community media, there have already been discussigns Photo by Paul Reynolds
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On Snap Happy Saps in our clubs

Well, you can't reenact every letter of the alphabet
when there is somebody lurking around with a
camera, waiting for someone to pull a funny face
then post it to Facebook. They're like the craic
control squadClaire Donlon

lllustration by Paddy Lynch
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3 U L F N * lg‘r‘i!iitNBTkP.“p jcian” and resident bastard ~ a demonstration outside their home. In a deliciou
ULTQ JRW KLV ELIRWHEDFQGUSU DY AHEWIDQ Q PDJD]L
dick caught in a bear trap when he tweeted the address on Facebook as a reply of sorts.
address of a gay couple, attempting to encouragé/hat a dildo.
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SINCE 1833, LEGISLATION ON INTOXICATING LIQUOR AND ASSOCIATED SOCIALISING HAS
ALWAYS COME AT THE BEHEST OF SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS SUCH AS THE CHURCH, THE
VINTNERS, DEV OR THE SUPERMARKETS. THE LAST TEN YEARS HAVE SEEN GOVERNMENT
LEGISLATE NAMA AND BANK BAILOUTS TO THE RUINATION OF THE COUNTRY WHILE ANY
MOVES TO ALTER THE STATUS QUO SURROUNDING IRISH NIGHTLIFE HAVE MET FIERCE
RESISTANCE AND BACKBENCH REVOLT. SIMON PRICE LOOKS AT WHAT WE'RE UP AGAINST.

dnder ;he
Jniluence

©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 o

e000cccc0c0000c0000e

of tabloid TV pointing a camera outside . panic about designer drugs on top of raving within driving changes from the same TDs who six days: that his government is putting Ireland on the road
Supermac'’s at three in the morning. twenty feet of Bono. S earlier stood to applaud a budget that cut the blind to being the best small county in the world in which
Meaning_less hand-wringing abo_ut ;uperm_arketss Irish clubbing has since gone through the usual pension.
‘cultural issues’ and the usual misdiagnosis by  : peaks and troughs experienced elsewhere buta:  This is what we are up against.
panelists who seem to socialise on another plangt. yniquely Irish feature is the music stopping befort | this respect it's important to make this an issiie Remind them of the competitive disadvantage
7KH 6SULQJ VHVVLRQ VKRXQGhe QghOteelf hablptaled.ENO UFIDISY th& @€ Of heyond the interests of competing industries. Whildfish nightlife and business is struggling under.

of the Sale of Alcohol Bill and with it some hope : late bars throughout the last decade has left plerl.:ty LW V HIWUHPHO\ GLI-FXxOow wR RIPRem a5eyt the meneyyoy'vs $real lpawnd H
of your Saturday night brought in line with the 21st of places to drink but few choices to dance. : /JHLOVWHU +RXVH EXEEOH D KB®foWiHe pRghEqytpTsibhemdhop myeh
century. In the works since 2007 it aims to replage  The Dail record s littered with guff about “rave: go some way to putting it on the agenda while thg FDVK HQGV XS LQ /RQGRQ KRWHOV DX
over 70 pieces of legislation dating back to 1833, dancing” and risible statements about when a bill is being ironed ou. + GDQFH+«RRUV 7U \_ DQG L Q FOXGH WKH:
DQG W K.H . U V W /LFHQVLQ J. $ F gN FRQVWLWXHQW «QG W KHPVH qY "bYafNoHeSs%rt)%%aﬁ);Wd @ér“f:‘é’acﬁ'&%urs secondhsentencle gndtt)hey mlgI:&rEys;erlousI)asfrt

For a timeline this is roughly when the British 3 to the knock on effect of early closing and some ? rans 5o they know the others have been asked the 0 S€€ the correlation between chaos and the
Empire was moving to abolish the slave trade argi innovative manglers seizing the initiative. All these same. Post a copy on their facebook wall if you insistence on emptying a couple of clubs worth
regulate child factory labour. All those under six ; debates, even since the demise of Fianna Fail, ae yon't hear back, drop them a tweet and bear in RI SHRSOH RQ WR WKH VWUHHW WR
were to be freed immediately and no more than : tinged with a desire to “get people back into the & ming, detailed analysis of how your Omni Trio weekend.
eight hours without lunch for under fourteens. { pubs”. records are going to waste won't cut it.

At home, we have 1833 to thank for measures:  The most recent case came July when that sp€cialtq |00k at this on terms they understand - or at: e - t
against gambling, boozing in bogs and Good Fri@aﬂ)xegen experience was on display in the centre g)f OHDVW QG LW KDUGHU WR D ej J yL Wg,_ N\

understandably parched thirteen year old childreh alcohol from the stabbing and shitehawking whilg ¢, facilitating the brisk passage of legislation

D ebate on the issue boils down to a mix ¢ returned in the 90s as clubbers had to endure moraCowen faced sustained discontent over drinking-: telling anyone who listens and the most who don’t

to do business. This is the only stuff that generates
interest and action in 2012 Ireland.

ecccee

eeccccce
eecccccccoe

were deprived of a legal drop of porter. < at the same time putting the boot into supermarket$nsuring visi ; -
. & ; 3 g visitors to the convention centre could
What is remarkable over two centuries : with the twenty cans for euro shtick that gets tr(’tseqjlvail of a full bar. see the corrEIatlon
encompassing céilidh, set, two decades of : out ¢ The Bill received warm support from all

between A&E chaos
"and theé insistence on

showband and the explosion of modern clubbings The battle between the on-and-off trade sees t?"oparties but the interesting part was not just the
IURP WKH PLG HLIJKWLHV LV W KD cQRNG e hawérfrlQarkels rapping ¢ XUJHQF\ WR SURYLGH D W |
nightclub exists in Irish law. We can develop a : it out. Atug of war is currently going on between ¢ liquor licence” but a universal concern that the
number of reasons for this, with the earliest rooted Vintners and supermarkets, both wielding an ¢ centre “compete on an

in a lack of enthusiasm for this sort carousing f H[WUDRUGLQDU\ LQ*XHQFH RS(HU SROLF\ PDN Le@u%llfootingwith
emanating from Maynooth. We only need look back to 2005 when an : comparable venues in

emptying a couple of
A statement from the Hierarchy in 1925 warned unprecedented seventy members of the Oireachfas other countries”. CIUbs Worth Of people
h\\\ Similar rhetoric is

this unsupervised dancing threatened not only th:e sank attempts to introduce ‘café bar’ licences .
“name which the chivalrous honour of Irish boys: or 2009, the year often employed when? onto the street to flght
it comes to heretical ¢

and the Christian reserve of Irish maidens had wbon

for Ireland” but if left unchecked could “lower the notions of Ireland’s ~ $ ! r cm
*QDQFLDO VHUY 9HV P§J

regulated. Enda Kenny

tone of the whole countryside”.
travels the world
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We can only speculate on the harmlessness
involved but the menace persisted into the 1930s
prompting a mix of reactionary forces to mount
the anti-jazz campaign and hyperbole that barely
VXUIDFHG DJDLQ WLOO 6ZHGLVK +RXVH
/ILYHOLQH

Pulpits pounded against these “vestibules of hell’
and while continental fascism mobilised in Rome
and Berlin the Irish marched against Billie Holiday
DQG SDJDQLVP LQ /HLWULP

The campaign ends with a partial overthrow ‘
of Beelzebub and Fianna Fail beginning a long w 1
tradition of craven kowtowing in the regulation | - !
of weekends. The Dancehalls Act, eight years
before the Ireland Dev dreamed effectively : »

and ironically put an end to dancing at the
crossroads.

'
-

The appetite however showed little
diminishment and on the cusp of the Showband
era Flann O’Brien observed “there are roughly
1,200 licensed halls in the 26 Counties, accounting
for perhaps 5,000 dances in a year. Golf and tennis
clubs, Volunteer halls and the like do not require a
licence. In all, it is a fair guess that 10,000 dances
are held in a year, an average of three a day. In
terms of time, this means that there is a foxtrot in
progress in some corner of Erin’s Isle throughout
the whole of every night and day”

Fast forward to the eighties and vibrations were
again beginning to cross the Atlantic from Chicago,
1HZ <RUN '"HWURLW 21FLDO FRQH
limited to long term hearing but old habits quickly

lllustrations by Phil Barrett




0\HUV ZDV ULJKWIXOOWRKQ@G LLV\QWEHIQH BRK G SDUREPDR,CE0HG RS LWVMPKRQ\W SDUDGR[ WR
RI 3ULQFLSOH RI WKH)¥RORAWLQUDKWLEBR GREORUFQ WKV EDQGLW"

2XU YHU\ RZ *OH YPHFEN2 PWREMUQ7KH JH WKUDA G L B HOARMKOHFRIXV H G GHDWKYV
Myers Facts AR 9 7
IRU 1HZVSDSHUV DQG 0DJDURQEM-QQ® WKDW KRPRVH[XDO DFWYV

L iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiid (NGHT TIME ECONOMYS

J@ZZ@@@M @f@@ eletA@@  There seemed to

be no point in it;
the music was
slipping away in
spite of us.

RI WKH ,ULVK 6WDWXH % RRWOAVD MO ODURXQG WKH { ,ULVK IDLWK DQG PXVLF 3XEOIFRDQWWUWRRQ PBABIDAVQDQG RQ VKHO
\HDU ZKHQ DW WKHIHQ&RIED @ IEMXBG WR WKH oHﬂ_u,rvag_wQFpébg)ﬁﬁ | B ¥ /6K H W LOIDL QDN KRHILIRUIQY S B BIEBNHNY G FRE ZH
GDD\FHQW UDYLQJ LQ DQ XQGLNHRR VWIS Y HOFSDE 90 RGO RH HbBo VL VK PEYLFORRAS FL QI KOHDG WQWRFE D DL D@ GRXUODHP HPEHU +QC
&LW\ &HQWUH D ORDG RI JDUGHPMKRE (}5,9(53,3@9@ LS WG G R LW AL MWRUR G RORKNBY RR | D: FWDOIHGERZQ WKH *GGOH DQG SOD\ D |
SRXWLQJ RQ DERXW KDYLQJ RUNKRY HpQRM: MM LFQ d kB P}@Bkgnywomwom@mewmwm F@%EQ—!’”—F@%%BXL GREY P YdWPHG WR EH
OLFHQVH LQ EHWZHHQ WU\LQJISWR\ARBOG RWBH PP O-BH PRGLFIVEP2WQKIE WLRP DV EDWHD Wi H E LEX VU0 £ BIVRY QLIS LQIQR ADR @ VSLWH
PH PDWHV GXEV ! ZHE RI LQ*XHQFHV DQG VRFLDCERARDIGQUNWVHR QR WRB I EWXDDUS H QQIOH \RK KV B F VO B MWHDIWLHRI® UV R Q
$ GDQFLQJ OLFHQVH" :KDW : IR GRQM. QDVOKRSSHERUEJ] LQ VRAKH S/MUDNWH RE REPHIG MF® WKH JUSXE QI AP B O D BHR XWMKAHJ L QDMHU SUHW D W L
ZK\ ZRXOG\D QHHG RQH RI WKHPD\) B HOPRXQFHIE @VWUHVV D QGWKXD $X B/OD © GDHFHD UBEIGVDSF W \RKH DRZWR B RYMGH VWDWH ZDV VRF
GDQFLQJ LV WKHUH" 6D\V PH DRX [XBDOGDR G FAPMOIUDO WKUHBWUDGR[LFDOO\ LW LV QRZ ZPORO\ B MHHHUEQE Vv R X QW U\ KR XV
OLFHQVH IRU DQ\ HYHQW ZKHUHWKHYHOGHRBRFL QL HQRANHG ‘L Q QMW K HO LRVOVOHRZH @ 1 R H DMWY MQKH W R Ve k0% B VoY DY LW g H[WHQG HG
SXEOLF SODFH FDPH WKH UHS8pc+PRER WKIDWLDY WR WKH 1D I$BWHEQ U KIWKPRXDMUXH DO W S BE VWY IV 8 P RRLRE WRRN SODFH
D OLFHQVH IRU GDQFLQJ WKDWQ’QK/E%%%M@M& 2 WOMARD FRU UK [XDO UWRARBUBR IEXL & 6 D\ULRW kB EdhY pr RKH 19 Rbi@W  7KH O
GDQFH DQ\ZKHUH DW DQ\ WLRHz@MHy RRY K QI HOBR DILWR § 0 0 WHSGIVHR BEEVHYF GCORIHEL@RITVN R H Vv PkhEIARFGREWKHLU k
\RX KDYLQJ D GDQFH DURXQG L Wik WU Y ER B W DQG:HWDJHDWERW FFRNQV&R\RS\HIQSOB\A%(%@Q\WR%@WNLE%GM&\/@‘/DQFLQJ L
KRPH LV WKHUH ‘HOO DFWXRR@W\R X EIHHWWR AP R Py H D U@ E GV RV WH H Pl QUKD G DVRFFH. KX©:0 B XY w
GDQFLQJ OLFHQVH IRU GDQFLQFIRISLIRNKR EFRIMWAN APl ¢ RI HQMR\PHQW WKH\ ZHUH QR W DIWHHEYLQPRURY LB AR ERE QHLIKE
VDLG WiKH JDUGD UWKHU EXOWXUDO DUIXPHIWFDWWBYR WHEALQI DQG GHYFLOPHARM PAWL YLWLHY DQG SXC

P IX FXOW
<RX KDYH JRW WR EH +GGOLQ b Pl o WKRMR KW 04K ED¥ HY b OF QX PERH | BYwPIDAOH ®1 RQ @/"cJLb'tG‘M/H'_ﬁdH“be%L{éFW@VHG GDFQ\A';g\VWZK'
LW ZDV HODERUDWHG WKDW 7TKH 3X58LFHBQAFKDW O W ZDV QHH)ERG RERKB ® OD @RWHG WU (&v Q F \53 FE”HU boC
$FW RI DSSDUHQWO\ LV ZKHUHEROOLWKRY RP WALRIDFW W KRV &WDIOH B DAD IRRTQ F/QSAUGR XFECHSAMAX U R\&%\/ YA PiWEH
OLFHQVH EXVLQHVV FRPHV IURB g EKBIR\AW ¥ BXQIKHU LW DI BFID K D/® RS LQLVIKURRAWNUH DIWHU LWV LP HPSHQ DWLRQ
LW DERXW FRQ:VFDWLQJ UHFRUGV EWZ sYhWsV Dy «ZHOLE /HBy %t vRRKLY ORQHOLOHV Y &vg@?}ﬂ P\ﬁYﬁﬁgﬁgﬂﬂnﬁﬁv PH_FRUUH
e

M \ *UVW LQWURGXFWLRQ:WRKWMKDLVOEHRBIHW KB PMORH DQG ZKDKWH BDVIWR EHLORQR RERMNWY.HWDON DERG® EMVWWRDQG WKH «DJ *R

LQVWUXPHQWYV IRU WKDW PDWWHU RI WKH PRVW YRFDPO SURSRQHQWKYiUN 2DV OR RGOH GRXEW LW
6R VXUHO\ WKLV SLHFH RI ODZ ZDV ZWRUIWWKHIQFDPSDLIQ EHOLHYHG \WwxoHV ZLWK YHU KHDG FRXOG KDYH EHHQ D

E\ D FRORQLDO RSSUHVVRU D F DQ SDNRKDWWWKH IRUHLIQ PXYLF BH GXH WR D IHZ FDQV OLNH
XSVHW LQ WKHLU EHOO\ DW W | KDW DPRUNRRXGGIURP WKH : DERXW WKLV EDFN LQ ZHUH WKH
WKH FRXQWU\ VXEMHFWV ZHYH JWwWkHU ) L/ BREQMWURI WKH LVOQQE V) R e : QRW DW DW WKH VDPH JDPH VWLOO ¥
KRXVHV IRU D ELW RI D NQHHV . KDW DERXW 5’ JLYHV WKHP WKH PRUDO EDFNLQJ IR
\\'\}\\:\\ T
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GRHVQ W KDYH D JUHDW UHFRUG RI (

& WKH\" '"LG DQ\RQH WKDW ZDV LQYROY
: RXWFU\ WKDW EURXJKW DERXW WKH
Q. LQVWDQFH FU\ RXW DJDLQ ZKHQ WKH
WUDGLWLRQDO FXOWXUH PXVLF DQGC

-XQLRU &UHKDQ ZKR ZDV VWURQ

WR WKH DFW DW WKH WLP
LQ DOO LW ZDV D ORQF
IRU DQ\RQH LQWHUHV!
WKH PXVLF DQG DOO
LW PHDQW 'R ZH ZDC
WR OLYH LQ VXFK OR(
WLPHV VWLOO"
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COMMENTARY ON IRISH STREET ART

RXWODZ VWDWXV $ ORQJ DZDLWHG V N Darhh8dkishdp 2 our@il-svppdred BrosBacEX L F N O\

e e  "OOHG ZLWK ZHOO H[HFXWHG SLHFHV R1 AURIR thiberdbel oy Qi@ rrikitin bt
BURSTS OF TABLOID "VANDALISM TRACKING council held back when the ramps got regular makeovers as the i ina viai

ps gotreg PaKrk-making relentlessly outperforming vigilante and conceptual
THROUGH TO INSTITUTIONAL VENERATION XQRI+FLDOO\ SDVVHG LQWR VHOI PDQDJkGet pleHrE’%h‘é’Me ToRYeE Bis. ﬁ?l% Wi Sfoked by
OF ARTISTS LIKE CONOR HARRINGTON. So far, so progressively European, with Bristol in the UK being tha regrettable editorial decision in a local paper which presented
PAUL TARPEY LOOKS INSTEAD AT THE PRVW IDPRXV FRPSDUDEOH H[DPSOH % aWallelozayyed Infages dnfits frontpage. SBoft\of awarding
UNREGULATED RANDOM SCRAWLS. JAMS environment that made the wider tale such an interesting case studlye taggers the keys to the city, this blast of fame spurred them to

! A series of contentious events were to damage much of what had levels beyond even their own nebulous ambitions. By the time large

AND HARD-WON SEMI-OFFICIAL SPOTS been achieved throughout 2009 - 2011. motorway signs began to sport tags, threatening the possibility of the
WHERE MOST LOCAL IRISH ARTISTS STILL Firstly the group of master painters based around the Limerick. StOTy becoming national, a weary team of Garda started to round the
TEST THEIR SKILLS. College of Art moved on. They were the glue holding most of the {299ers up.

scene together and the civic ecosystem suffered in their leaving. The$JDLQ /LPHULFN V UHVSRQVH ZDV XQLTXH ZL
JDS ZDV *OOHG E\ ORZ HIIRUW WDJJLQJ WXHOQ®HG B\RWR A LIDGE WHDQDHD WXHH RII*FLDO VRO XW
rish originality is an issue. Generally the work that clogssocial media. A rolling assault of crude tags and derivative stencilliflgyoked and two of the neutered culprits were photographed cleaning
our local walls tends to over-reference past stylesand WDWWRRHG WKH FLW\ V ZDQLQJ FRP P H Uthel.sitjis befd@ beéidd-orfeeGtolpte & ht R iHBIvEsLtd\the press for
overseas artists. Irish-directed stand-out work, outside FHQWUH ERXQGDULHV &RQ<LFW OLQHYV ch&sBdbadtHIGthD @gEltiGgUnbery BwoBe@Rive@ean @niessatl his

of contained spaces such as the Drogheda Bridge Jain, fisding goodwill projects like the rugby idols. addiction to tagging and lamented the lack of a legal space where he
rarely acknowledged. This is unusual for a small courtry, 5o the city council began to notify the owners of the tagged . could curb his so called anti-social tendencies. Aname and shame
or it would be if we had an Irish-managed version of _, 4ings that they were in breach of the city’s litter laws, the draft of repentance was printed which included images of things

A thefo&“lm °ﬁ$r' T.he rece”tl bOO'T(O” Irish St][eetﬁ”tbt{] IUDJLOLW\ RI WKH FUHDWLYH HQYLURGQ PG EHE®BH JODULQI $ +QH RI
ullath e‘eggn an | a;Jra , efelmghget\mety rrrt1aBets a fﬂasi orr\]/v ateysgg per tagged building hung over the owners’ heads and heated What makes this more than a Limerick tale of loose street art
ca_” e unlvr?rga nature o .”rsl street art. buBsaky’ y e (_)Iosmg comments began to warm up the local papers. The relationship angractice, harassed shopkeepers, panic journalism and disgruntled
g’r;ﬁ“;t{sg tu;é;?ﬁﬁ?iﬁ%gmmr?:n%sgy m:gestg Ssttzrr]:?:)g e XQRI*FLDO FRGHV RI UHVSHFW EHWZH H QozeithaV VovcuDel G PAFLIS! Gith i aehieSents Dtel G
SURFHVV ZKLFK FRXOG GH+QH DQ ,ULVvK FREOWRARVTYEQW S Wit W R bk R PRk alodeGestival which was organised in the midst of the -
b wo di ional. sub d into a desire to simplv b Overnight a new group entered the contested cityscape. Anfi- - drama. In the summer of 2012 this ambitious city centre festival =
Cfive ot amvihing -raft celated. The result s that t anoemre to be shUD 1*WL YLILODQWHV RQ D PLVVLRQ W RNGEAASUESESEN SqiiRs! ovanis wiidyivclidac daese g
active at anything ‘graff’ related. The result is that it appears to te ah -

RQORRNHU LQ D JOREDO FRQWH[W $ w LR With deteripaganaproosnerous emauntpwf cheapamssiony "ER,H9S, talks and workstops which cufminated with the centre

EH WROG WKURXJK /LPHULFN V H[SHuLH&ﬁwdetynﬂ'ntreq@iver:@Wm@w}ew@vieceswme@wepa‘fk QW RI'D JUDI-WL MDP o
authority and community. and the larger street tags. Initially this intervention was thought . There were also a number of longer-term outcomes. Limerick

. L . . h k of th iluntila* i ’ Il f Art, off to facili t i
Circa 2009, Limerick City supported a healthy, varied undergrou tg be the work of the council until a ‘concerned business man Gallery of Art, offered to facilitate an engagement process using |

itt.e e organise, &u - i grEgr tk@l | ,W institutional space of the gallery. Later Limerick City Council
(\3/V\f/fu r tHVIV kD U'tYY tF th WXUH 6 Sd L[J)JD\ SD LIQ. W z &Iovoga%\é) ésc 090 &@Bctﬁgiao gﬁsben e%u%ﬁ?&gt f%rg(s:i a series of sites to street artists pending the announcem
th:eauréti)ralr? : dgl;ré fso\rN; cifyr?jﬁg;;;f);rgetﬁs- d?ir:/en a?ﬂ‘?_’?g(;if sgﬂ;:‘/?obegan to hum to the adolescent rhythms of now nightly counter-. an artist-led managed structure.

7KH FUHDWLYH SUR+OH ZDV VR KLJK WKB®W'8 JUDIsWL FUHZ ZDV DEOH WR The culmination of this story was Irish B-Boy Cool C's talk on
successfully negotiate with the council for a disused shop space in 1N the middle of this, the local authority was managing its own . Culture Night 2012 in the Limerick School of Art. Now an educat
the city centre to use as a commercial gallery. VWDVK RI SK\VLFDO JUDI*WL LQ WKH IRUPKRIVIHW\M XI3CG VB R %3.L U RFNHDRNNH CDCRGG

. — other stalled projects, which became a canvas for commentary byhandful of original players who has been around since the mid 8
Commercial commissions were common and these were balanc

oups of conceptual wheat-paste artists. The Skint group positionklis detailed account concluded that to promote a collective attitu

with freestyle work in ‘The Spot’ on the Dock Road. Street painte
DOVR XQRI-FLDOO\ FKRVH WR UHQGHU sKEWLH WAL RY WG R BY W fJ1 QX 712 H both ddelibdias BrQ tagDesnustieacH Rt &a/propRrawor
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Anti-graffiti

I I I ISS I O n tO take ADW HAS TAKEN A STANLEY BLADE TO its content. | honestly arrived on the opening day of the festival,
OUR POST-BOOM WRECKAGE IN MORE looking forward to painting a new piece of artwork, blinkers
on, not thinking that the image would be as controversial as it
baC k th e Stre ets WAYS THAN ONE. CARVING NUMEROUS became. | have two sons and if either of them asked me what
STENCILS AND HURLING WELL-AIMED the artwork meant | would try my best to honestly answer them.

BARRAGES OF HUMOUR AT THE MYOPIC In fact | answer any of their questions as honestly as | can.

FOOLS THAT LANDED US HERE. WE WERE The female depicted in the image is the Lady of Justice. The
: blindfold represents her decisions to be objective and impartial

began with

. . MORE THAN A LITTLE PEEVED TO SEE DQG QRW WR EH LQ+XHQFHG E\ ZHDOWK SRZ
d ete rmin at| on HIM GETTING HIS KNUCKLES RAPPED AT _ In one hand she holds the scales of justice which represents
THE KINGS OF CONCRETE. REDMONK her careful weighing the claims of each side. Her sword which
represents her willingness to defend her decisions lies broken
and enerous CAUGHT UP WITH HIM AND FOUND OUT EHVLGH WKH ULRW VKLHOG ,W V LQWHUHVWI
WHAT HAPPENED. JRGGHVV E\ ERWK WKH *UHHN DQG 5RPDQV R

the Renaissance has been bare or barely draped which was a

Just to get a bit more context on the piece, was it inspired bysign of virtue, or good or justice. The piece of artwork was not
SROLFLQJ LQ ,UHODQG RU DEURDG" ;\in anyway gldiifyind Wolefc®adristwidhten Notaditany U
another police force? way condoning sexual violence. Nor was it solely aimed at the

. RULJLQDOO\ FUHDWHG WKH SLHFH WR-YK HFEQL B OR R LFWKF QR IMqY D VKDPH
and the increasing militarisation of these forces employed to- Was lost on some people.
uphold the law. | guess the piece was born during the worldwide
Occupy movements and the savage handling of the protesters. Your pieces over the years tend to be politically charged. Has

amounts of cheap
emulsion...

//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////’

environment irrespective of style or content. Only then can it be % But the motiyations_dates back further for me and | often think this been a constant feature in your work?
led by the artists. § apotutkthek;mjéjs_:'kgllngl_of Jteat? Chtarles ,df Mgnizetsé \;yho WaS  political and social themes can be found running through some
As illustrated by the tale of Limerick, an erratic approachto & mistaxen by Brilish police to be a terronst and snot o-imes _ - of my art although it is not always the main motivation. | do like
the city featuring a range of urban art exposed every creative and\ LQ WKH KHDG DW SRLQW EODQN UD QJH add Kdthentutd iss(iEsHdtterdd Yo 93%8%53\,/%%%
ty 9 9 P v X WKHUH V MXVW XV ZDV JLYHQ WR PH ; e i RN
defensive cliche associated with the practice since the 1980s. In \ rafsd d&nlikd 'aﬁ&%@ag@‘th@ %Hl&%é@&ﬂd arfd IBamtmg isa

armed with a history of excessive police force, violence, cover-z o\ |RU PH WR WU\ «JXUH RXW WKLV FUD I\ ZR

WL PROVEYHPURK BRWALOY PG e BIRre:

'LG \RX JHW WR *QLVK LW RU ZHUH \RW&&M@MQ&%REOUDWL
po itical statements and raise qUeSthnS this Way'7

completion?

BQIRUWXQDWHOL , GLGQ W JHW WR Qb flfgafiolidhre helldeliby hHyBSty YK S EI&d? bt&edion.
WKDWHKHKHUBVWQOPLIFY BQYRODPHSDLQW KLW}hKke feBfird %Mla)kﬁ M6 o’ d2 uth Refdkh © G
L Q HIRKG huikd Buer abELE WeihobrQIater Gith a very angry Tall e jeqwards, otherwise the world would be a pretty dull place.

6KLSV 2UJDQLVHU GHPDQGLQJ WKH LBx%hbh%ﬁeé#-&ﬁ&\@#é&%toéia%M&pagérfulstate-

E\ DERXW *DUGDL DQG D SDGG\ ZDJRQni and over the last few years there have been some iconic,

politically-charged images created from a host of amazing artists
20 ZKDW JURXQGV GLG WKH *DUGDL fromMrodRKthéorlBRYHU LW XS" 'LG
they quote any Act or piece of legislation?

7KH *DUGDL GLGQ W VSHDN WR PH )L HMMWOMe pieldh¥tiRuRSEBAUB, {Hi Seems like

by two Kings of Concrete organisers who informed me there . gomething of a victory. Do you think the rash judgement of the
had been complaints about the piece of artwork, the main *DUGDL RQ WKH GD\ KDV EDFN+«UHG RQ WKHP

laint being th W hat I woul
the ofending rear end with some sticky ape and they were W GLGQ W IHHO YLEWRULRXV DQG XS XQWL
KDG \HW WR EH VHHQ LQ DOO LW V JORU\ , Z

happy for me to complete the picture. A little while later | was
informed by two more bemused Kings of Concrete organisers KHDY\ *DUGDL SUHVHQFH DW WKH HYHQW DQ

WKDW WKH *DUGDL ZHUH XQKDSS\ zLWRr YRgaqipaasevsiual shirgiarm 8evehti% g

to get the piece completely removed. All the while | was being

ZDWFKHG FORVHO\ E\ WZR HPEDUUDVVHED ¥ Y EMIL VOKHSHVSHHUVQ EN' FRX0E- 00 \RX IHI
EH KHDUG MHHULQJ WKHP ZLWK FR P P Baoint your futdre pRns™ \RX JRLQJ WR OHW

KLP SDLQW WKDW" W DOO FDPH WR D KbV Y RIRR U WM Y FINHQ D ZZ®WONL QJ RQ DW
6KLS RUJDQLVHU *DQNHG E\ *DUGDL GibR&RGdH@nW kddp Busyl FH UHPRYH =

the resulting melee a disparate but integrated cast came together
WR UHSUHVHQW DQ ,ULVK WDNH RQ JUD
within community. This is the beginning of a street-led process
where everybody recognises and respects each others limits and
the nature of their involvement. If successful, this process could
even be classed as style.

JXUWKHU WKLV VWRU\ GHPRQVWUDWH
LQ D VRFLDO KLVWRU\ RI RI ,ULVK JUDI
more. The exploration of how these dynamics are embedded in
spaces both urban and rural are seriously underrepresented and
undocumented. It needs to take away the comfort narratives
based on style and fame, and begin to recognise that no matter
what the era or soundtrack, every young generation wants to
mark their own time, usually with paint. How those marks get
there, who facilitates and supports them must feature in the
resulting historical sketches and narratives.

Photos by Paul Tarpey
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Not wanting my partner and son (who were helpingmeout . GRLQJ ZKDW , ORYH , P 0\
for the day) see me being hauled away | crumbled under the  |earning and growing and these
pressure. sort of experiences | believe can Jump tO
RQO\ EHQH*W PH DV the Centre

Reading the feedback online suggests some people feel ~ future though I will be more U“
the piece might have been unsuitable considering the age - aware of the pitfalls of painting age for a p
demographic at the festival. Considering it was a legal piece, at a legal event. out pOSter Of
what would be your response to this? ADW’S

It was interesting to see the public reaction to the piece and  photos by John Lalor V K H G S l
the subsequent story, although there was a lot of support in my ® Q L

o : ; www.johnlalorphotography.ie
corner there was also a lot of criticism regarding the piece and ! P graphy



The number of lives savedinthe ,UHODQG KDV WKH UG KLJKH}
86 E\ DGPLQLVWHU L @datRffo@ ReRIQsk in ihe EU at

D JHQHULF GUXJ VRPHOGHPWKWBBOHGOOLRQ
1DUFDQ WKDW KHOSV WR UHWHUWROGV &KHFN §
opioid overdose when adminis ZZZ QDOR[RQH LH IRU PRUH L'

WHUHG YLD LOQOMHFWLRQ RU LQWUDQDVDOO\
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Just Say Know

IN IRELAND WE ARE YEARS BEHIND-« about how you can reduce the risks associated wéth $ ORW RI GUXJV HGXFDWLRQ L

WHEN IT COMES TO PARTYING WKHP ¢ WROHUDQFH PHVVDJH ,V WKLV
AND HARM REDUCTION. PEG :RXOG , EH FRUUHEW LQ VD\LEQJ WKDW D ORW RI WKH

LEESON TALKS To TIM BINGHAM PF(;V:'/D’;]HV LQ WKH PDLQVWUH?PItﬁﬁkcallopof':ﬂ%%aﬁl&regrﬁ&d@c\%BWn Ireland
P —— productive: : LQ UHIJDUGV WR GUXJV LV DSSD
OF THE IRISH NEEDLE EXCHANGE '"H*QLWHO\ WKH PHGLD KDV DQ\RRS R KM QI H\RWD 5 WRRE 6@ B \L V
FORUM, WHO BUCK THIS TREND VRPH Rl WKHP KDYH EHHQ JUHDOW\RRWQKHHIQRY WR PRMKGR G
WITH AN HONESTY ABOUT WHAT Itis also the individuals who make statementsto ¢ WKHQ WKH\ DUH MXVW JRLQJ W
IS OUT THERE AND HOW TO PLAY WKH PHGLD ZKR KDYH D VLJQL+-RDQW REQWSR Q/KIHE L QWWMAUWRW W
SAFE.

10,000

HQVXUH WKDW WKHLU IDFWV B @t tf thiskaiVice? éspeciaRyROdited &/ poitulzel.

WKH SPPD ZDV WKDW SHRSOH:UHSRURQD D QERQ I MUR KE Q $WO

UHDOO\ KDYH D JUDVS RQ ZKIZiWedJJW\knhWthaZ,Mdyv\MI(\b/atﬂDtsViUBo about

Tim. ‘harm reduction’ is a term that is not familiaf EULHI LQGLYLGXDOV WR P DN H WREZHWRKGE RF RW UEHAW WP KNV B J2R Q

WR WKH PDMRULW\ Rl SHRSOH £RY%dHdWML @Yy RXW 9@§UBHQ$W W/ERH OVR RFNH DWW H LZ BRIQULQHIOZ D YK H
: WKDW WKLV EURZQ SRZGH

it? g .
o + DUHD ZDV GDQJHURXV ZKLFK:LS3WRDNVVWROMWOVYHIKDW ZH QHHG '

DQG FDUU\LQJ RXW VRPH IRUR E\b@% oW ﬁﬁﬁb“’\ﬂk P QJVDIQD W \W B WRIP\D O R G DQJH UV
RXW LQIRUPDWLRQ DERXW KRYZ PHOMBIRNA Q) WKDW LV ZKHQ WKH\ DUH H[SRVLQJ |

S WKHPVHOYHV WR D VLJQL'FDQ.W7U \Y K\|7V V. W ':l \ YRI DG
People often misunderstand harm reduction ang LQIRUPDWLRQ WKDW QHHGV WR%, DR O RAERT WHEROLT E'Vt
WKLON LW FROQGROHV GUXJ X\{HVKBQ H YWk & RH Y HUW VO ERPHOW

this? ‘HOO \RX GRQ W NQRZ ZKDW \RX

'"H*QLWHO\ $ ORW RI SHRSOH: VBL@H DU \FRQSERQL QY VRPH\/QKEDEFZ'W\%D@B@VK/&LRVRW%,%MM?EQH\NQ@

GUXJ XVH :H DUH QRW FRQGRQWQH GUXE XMH IHZHWDYB O VFEHQHg R EH B/ Kk Wk i Vk A DGVIKRS
VD\LQJ LI \RX KDYH WR WDNH VRRHMWKIQ EciKit® GR LW { ZH KDG D SRWHQWLDO WKHUH Wi

VDIHO\ :H VWLOO EULQJ DQ HEXFOWRRQRREFHEHIHRWERR K :vRIP 16 RG QVWH BRD @V KHH VWE QW D Q F -

VLGH LQWR LW LV WKDW LW ZRQ W EULQJ XS HMHU P R ¥ B VODQIFHH R & VWK B BVQSW &
$V ZHOO DV WKH SLOO WHVWLQUQWKHU4HVKRROB EHW KD &KIHbG
7KH QDPH ,ULVK 1HHGOH ([FKEZBYNHUM JRLQIVLHQWR FOXEV DQEPNDOHMWAOYKRKNQRHAUH RSHQ VI
EULQJY WR PLOG LQWUDYHQRXZKDW WKHY DEHHGREY QY DQG DU H HUIK VSHSHBL @ 1 WKR WHIHI\ \RXQJ 5"
GHDO ZLWK RWKHU IRUPV Rl GQUULIKWHLEQIRUPDWLRQ ,Q 6FR VW CSHRG OWK HW KHD ZH WDHFRIXBOHQJ KR
s W % \2/ W GR:WHKLWH>QRAKHD W &DHZW YL BR P H RI
% F

RN . EH ¥ DIOBBIGHRIUWZ K B W ZIRW VEIH IRHRS O H

substances that are very much on the scene nows Y % e ISR e Al 2 2 ST R L I LS

DV ZHOO :H DUH ORRNLQJ DW:

I RUJ
R e e ep g 0 OO DY O s
KDYH UHFHOWO\ ODXOFKHG DiQ ~2% U L ViappevedL ivivLRISIRVE MéEn@atferihRn Wiathls
LH DERXW D GUXJ ZKLFK KDV:V gp
LQ
RLRUFBWLRR PERAW ZP:{II;VDQVHKJERS(SMQLQJ LQ WKH
RI YDULRXV GUXJV OLNH FL : D DQG SURYLGLQJ

A lot of people think that harm reduction is needte v |y )\ GDOJHURXV D GR ORW I:RI‘$H)+HVZK%)DMI-I1VM[\SHRJXGEQWLI
H[FKDQJH RU PHWKRGRQH EXW kWYHVJR%WWx’WWT’(mQ%&BQ YAHK ESHUHRQ HA\QV MRKGHD IVOIOY DV B D RIS
It is a model that works with people at whichever ¢ ZHUH FLUEXODW L DV ZHCh : HWY WHS LRIV V2D \R O\ W K H U H
x\évltij H6 ;/ev KII-};\UDl_liJ[I-é) F?gNo H/ L \I/_VIH\URE;(? %\sy‘sr‘i:?% Wgﬁ%&\réﬁg\j H\{(&KﬁQSU %y%WWDMWWVMDWQ WU\DRKHR R

. iohff urself $af SSURSULDWH ,W LV DOO DERXV
WKH VWUHHWYV DQG LQMHFWLQ N?@ﬁ%gg D‘%ﬁ 'jl%‘\ ‘%\?%IL?\AMEEBMHU HHHXBSE)R-G\OBQGHLMNVLDW:FL
SHUVRQ LV WR EDVLFDOO\ NHH W q,ggm lf,_lr 5 GZRY DGLH 6 HE B YV SSLFRDY WGDLNGHIVD J H |
WKH GDQJHUV RI EORRG ERUGHRYEWXYHY , K WRRY I3 WR YOHD VKR X U YGHR X¥\@ L@ K R Q H |4
KDUP UHGXFWLRQ ZRXOG EH JRALQJ Rk INE B8 YRR F m)GrE VK kD RIY ISRV G R KD Y H

)

R, W KIOD\S ®QIHIBWEIRIY HAKW L RIQR BB D O
‘H DOVR ORRN DW RYHUGRVHWV
UEng

LQIRUPDWLRQ WKURXJK WKH FRUXP RU WKH QDWLRQDO PHGLED Photo by Boo Doo
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IN SEPTEMBER TWO FRIENDS DIED AF
KINSALE. MOST LIKELY THEY THOUGHT
AT HOW THE IRISH AUTHORITIES NEED
ABROAD IN ORDER TO PREVENT FUTUR

or those of us without a chemistry
GHJUHH 30%$ VWDQGYV IRL
OHWKR[\DPSKHWDPLQH
dramatically known in some
TXDUWHUYV DV 'U "HDWK
GHDYKV LQ .LQVDOH DQG GH R
+RXVH ODeD KDYH XQVHWWOLQJ
any weekend warrior that has taken a sneaky,
GDE RIl D VWUDQJHU DW D IHVW
DUHD RI VRPH FOXE

In what was seen as an unusual move, the
+HDOWK 6HUYLFH ([HFXWLYH LV
SRRUO\ LQIRUPHG ZDUQLQJ DER
D QRQGHVFULSW LPDJH RI D EDJ
OLWWOH HOVH LGHQWLI\LQJ WK
ZHUH OHIW VFUDPEOLQJ WR QG
RQOLQH

30$ LV RQH QDVW\ VXEVWDQFH

6KX0OJLQ WKH UHVHDUFKHU_ZKR
0'0$ EOXQWO\ VXJIJHVWHG
WKLV FRPSRXQG S3XWWLQJ LWV

down to restrictions on some of the precursor
FKHPLFDOV XVHG LQ WKH SURG X

,Q D QXWVKHOO SURKLELWLRQ
XS LQ DGXOWHUDWHG VWUHHW (
UDWKHU QRW WRXFK 2QH ,ULVK
com came into contact with the contaminated
EDWFK LQ 1HZEULGJH , WRRN V
DIWHU WKH «UVW WLQ\ ELW P\ IL
| threw the rest away | couldn't sleep or do
DQ\WKLQJ , ZDV WKDW IXFNHG :

'"HVSLWH FDOOV DQG HPDLOV W
FRPPXQLFDWLRQ VHFWLRQ , FR
ZKHWKHU WKLV ZDV D RQFH RII |
ZDV QRZ LQ SODFH WR LVVXH ZD
EHFDPH DZDUH RI VXFK FDVHV L

7KH PHGLD OHDSW RQ WKH VWF
WKHPVHOYHV ZLWK GHOLJKW DW
FKHPLFDO QDVW\ WR FDVWLJDW
DQG 30%$ LQ WKH VDPH EUHDWK [
QHZ SDUW\ VHQVDWLRQ 7KLV LJ
IRU KHDGOLQHV KDV WKH FRQVF
UHFUHDWLRQDO XVHUV MXVW JR
FULHV ZROI DW HYHU\ VWDJH LQ
Remember the mephedrone hysteria?

7KHUH V QRWKLQJ QRYHO DERX
so chucks about ten years of harm reduction
UHVHDUFK DQG ZRUN ULJKW RXYV
cO0OV WKH YRLG ZLWK ZRUQ RXW

Not one mainstream Irish journalist delved

GHHSHU +RZ KDUG LV VRPH *RR
6KDUSO\ FRQWUDVWLQJ ZLWK W
Rl FOXHG XS KHDGV LQ WKH FRP
RQ VRFLDO PHGLD UHWRUWLQJ -
YDULRXV MRXUQDOLVWY OD]LQ}

:KHQ LW FRPHV WR 0'0$ IDWDO
WKDQNIXOO\ D WUDJLF UDULW\
ZDUEOLQJV IURP WKH +HUDOG D
D GLIIHUHQW VWRU\ HQWLUHO\

NQRZQ WR VRPH DV WKH JRGID\
UHVHDUFK VSHDUKHDGHG ODGH
'‘DQFLQJ &DPSDLJQ LQ WKH V

L--------
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D AFTER USING A BROWN POWDER CONTAINING PMA IN
UGHT THEY WERE TAKING MDMA. RASHERS TIERNEY LOOKS
NEED TO WISE THE FUCK UP AND CATCH SOME SENSE FROM
UTURE DEATHS.
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Russell worked alongside local authorities,
clubs and even law enforcement to establish
guidelines that took into account the realities of
chemical usage. Basic things, like having free
water on supply for over-heating ravers. The
Point Depot could have done with this in 1995
ZKHQ LW ZDV FULWLFLVHG |
bottle in the wake of one death.

On the phone Russell tells me there was a
number of PMA deaths in Liverpool last year
too. “All of this is created by drug prohibition. If ¢
MDMA was legal, there’d be no need for people:
to buy unknown tablets off dealers that had PMA
in them.”
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And that's the controversial crunch. He'’s not
alone in this thinking; a health chief in British
Columbia landed himself in hot water for similar
comments.

About one in ten people aged 15-34 have
admitted use of ecstasy in their lifetime,
according to the latest Irish drug prevalence
survey released in October. A sample of 2000
clubbers taken in the UK found that 94% had -
tried an illegal drug at least once and 36% had :
planned to or had already taken pills on the nigtit
of the survey. The vast, vast majority of these W§II
never experience any problems with MDMA.

Trapped between an entrenched anti-drug
political class, media moral outrage and the

©0ccc00cc000c00c000000000
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spectre of demon chemists are these bog standarc

weekend users.

Face it, some drugs do give us the desired
effect of being more social or cresting on a wave
of music in a sweaty basement. Regardless of
how much demonisation is done, we’'ll still party:
on - that’s what the research says. Referring to s
this as a game of Russian Roulette is true, but the
authorities are refusing to let us look in the barrél
before we play.

The National Drugs Strategy only concerns
itself with what it terms the “problem user” -
that's generally seen as someone on opiates or:
crack. While needle exchanges and so on are
accepted wisdom - this logical stretch of the ¢

imagination hasn’t been extended to party drug$
in Ireland.

Fiona Measham sits on the UK government's +
Advisory Council on Misuse of Drugs. For her
this approach means “we miss this whole group:
who might go into occasional recreational use a§1d
could have harm reduction strategies directed af
them but that doesn’t happen any more. We've «
come a long way backwards since twenty years:
ago with Safer Dancing and Safer Clubbing.
That doesn't get funding anymore. And that's
a tragedy. Because that’s what most people are
doing”

In the absence of the authorities doing much
to minimise our exposure to dodgy batches,
recreational users themselves are using the
internet to crowdsource information on what's

.
.
.
.

ecccccce

eeccc0cccccccsccccce

doing the rounds. Pillreports.com leads the chaige 450 contribute to a feedback loop of what

on this front, with results from home .
ecstasy testing kits paired up with info gleaned§
from research elsewhere.

Bearlove, one of the site’s moderators told
me how it was set up as a platform to share
experiences when pills started to “turn really
shit” at the start of the noughties.

“People were taking random ass pills and,
as they had no prior experiences, thought they:
were using MDMA/Ecstasy. They had no idea :
that they should not be puking up and unable
to sleep.”

There’s quite a few active Irish users there,

©ecccccccccccccse
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VLIWHHQ UHSRUWV ZHUH -OIElG U Ry

start of September. Warnings were posted for ¢
about eight of these batches.

Just in case you leap to assumptions, sites 3
like this aren't just for doped up psychonauts. ¢
8VHU UHSRUWY DUH UHJXQOD
documents from health centres and state
agencies.

Pill-testing too isn’t a renegade
idea. The European Monitoring
Centre for Drugs and Drug
Addiction (EMCDDA) is one of
the EU’s decentralised agencies,
- it looked at the dangers of
PMA as far back as 1995.
It concluded “one answer
is on-the-spot pill-testing.
Not by the ‘authorities’

— but by groups in touch
with the music and dance iy
scene. Not by warning them

off pills — but by giving instant

analyses of the chemical content and other
useful information, enabling users to weigh up
the health risks themselves.”

There are groups in the US and elsewhere th?t
pursue this strategy. | asked the Garda Press ¢
2l*FH IRU D FRPPHQW RQ ZKD\
were people to do the same here. .

“| suppose in one way life is simple for us.
These drugs are prescribed as illegal, we don't
give advice as to how to make it safe - you ¢
need to be talking to the HSE . There is nothing
illegal in using the kit, but if you are using one, :
you are in possession of an illegal drug. It's
very simple from our point of view, we don’t
JLYH DGYLFH DERXW KRZ W
if we can stop them, we do.”

The focus of law enforcement is to reduce
crime, that's understandable - but is there not &
need for compromise when it comes to public
health? Not in Ireland anyway.

If ecstasy testing kits represent users fending
for themselves on a DIY bent, the other end
of the scale is the well funded Dutch Drugs
Information And Monitoring Service (DIMS).

DIMS is as an information exchange
between users who access drug testing but

eccece e0cccccccccccoc®
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; monkey’s about that, it's a red herring.”

fUHODQG VLQFH

iy they themselves then
{ f experience. Often it's
J not the labs that signal
WKH «UVW ZD
but partiers on
the ground,
setting off
ared alert
system across
the region. ;
Crucialy, the
knowledge
they gather
allow this to
happen before
fatalities occur. 4
Zurich too takes e
similar approach.
It's a core plank of their
drug strategy.

With such an array of novel .
SV\FKRDFWLYH VXEVWDQFHYV -
way onto the market, there’s a fear that home
testing kits are too crude to guard against
everything. So maybe this authority-led
approach is the way to go? Fiona Measham
anticipates the backlash to suggestions we
follow this model.

“One of the criticisms of testing is that dealers
can go along, get their drugs tested and then =
it's just becoming a service, sort of rubber f
stamping and giving approval to the illicit ways:
of dealers. They've really taken that on and said
‘our priority is public health, we dont givea -

eecccccccccccce

Headlines around the world indicate the
ground is shifting on recreational drug use.
There was the legalisation of marijuana in
Colorado and two other US states, Channel 4's
reality TV experiment, Drugs Live: The Ecstasy:
Trial, and then, the elephant in the room that is§
decriminalised Portugal.

Saying Joe Duffy dominates the discourse
here isn't a glib joke. Go read the Seanad
Eireann debate on the headshop legalization.
<RX OO «QG /LYHOLQH SRSSLQ
the main reference point for our lawmakers.

eeccccccccce
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Our politicians lag pathetically behind
international sense.

After the Guatemalan president suggested
legalisation, The Journal website carried a survey
asking ‘should Ireland consider legalising drugs?’
That site is hardly known as a bastion of drug
*HQGV \HW RYHU SHU FHQW DQVZ
to some extent” or “yes totally.” Community
and voluntary organisations here like Citywide
are also calling for an open debate on how
decriminalisation can facilitate harm reduction.

Real lives are at stake and there are
mechanisms in place elsewhere to prevent
such losses.

Not that you'd pick up any of this in the
mainstream Irish press. In that world,
recreational drug users are only worth
paying attention to when they wind up

frothing at the mouth on the highway to
heaven in an A and E ward.

As long as we abdicate quality
DQG FRQWURO WR SUR«W PRWL"
suppliers, there’s no guarantee what's
*RDWLQJ DURXQG RXU VHVVLRQ\
will remain exposed to the threat of
adulterants like PMA. When all they want

is a decent empathogen and a bit of a dance.
GL SJ WKH LpU 9

he Irish authorities are abandoning us. By
not considering strategies to alert users to what's
in their recreational stashes and how to keep
themselves safe. They are making us fall victim
to middle Ireland’s drug-use cliches and worst
nightmares.

It's not madness to think deaths like those in
Kinsale could have been avoided had we woken
up a little sooner.

lllustration by Dara Lynch

Log onto °
www.rabble.ie

for our full
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A Persona Assistan’ D sier

LIVING WITH A DISABILITY CAN BE A seen unbearable stresses placed upon each. For some, wages havél’ hese groups have been hit hard by the cuts, but the unfortunate
fallen by €7 per hour in the past three years and weekly hours ¢ reality for both the PAs and service users in Ireland is that these
CHALLENGING AND OFTEN ISOLATING LQFUHDVHG E\ XS WR «IWHHQ ,W V EHF R&tbhcks dtdnbDt@@ne By FhxskKntérDatiste@idamsatioRLToNtH
EXISTENCE. HAVING WORKED AS A being a PA pay. Many others have been forced to take on secorid, passed down the line. As demonstrated time and time again in
PERSONAL ASSISTANT TO PEOPLE WITH third, part-time jobs to get by. This has had a direct impact on the Ireland these middlemen are the administrative fat that soaks up
DISABILITIES FOR OVER 6 YEARS, HUGO quality of service they can provide, as their hectic schedules leaveavailable resources. The pass-the-buck culture in these organisations

them burnt out. E is endemic. A 2010 UK study entitled “What is ‘More Integration’
%g@EBSgSTESC:%SJ |\S||EI(E;S|SN[())|E'[R|\I/_:|§|\I]E'|N T These reductions in PA funding have been stealthy and incremerfgteen Health and Social Care?” found that these intermediaries
When coupled with other cuts such as the reducing winter fuel E SURPRWH LQHI*FLHQFLHV DQG KLJKHU FRVWYV

OF STATE DETACHMENT, ADMINISTRATIVE allowance by 6 weeks, you're looking at a grim reality. StrippingZa outweighs their contribution to the lives of the service user. The
SLOTH AND THE VOICELESSNESS OF THE high dependency individual of almost 20% of this allowance durjng?9encies regularly take half the hourly rate paid for assistance,
VULNERABLE.” the coldest period of the year is nothing short of barbaric, leaving 1€@Vving the PAs to work for near minimum wage.

them (and indeed their PA) cold, miserable and vulnerable. Thode What utter bullshit!

ZLWK PRELOLW\ OLPLWDWLRQV RIWHQ:K Dfn G b5t ImRRAGR YoPtb 621t dsSLARBeiching,

You'll need to have been living under a stone not to know that bodyltempererl]ture :nd I:javl‘l-:‘ limited ?eatlng Choll(flies as tf:ﬁy tt?:'tp bloated bureaucracy.

there have been massive reductions in funding for disability ~ : supplement the reduced allowance from a weekly €188 disability . : . . )
advocacy and support organisations. Public outcry against further EHQH W~ 7KH VKDIWLQJ RI SHRSOH ZL W gg%ﬁ@g?ﬁ%ﬂ%@g;& tesgﬁg&g@‘?ﬁz};\ﬁ:j: been
proposed cuts by James ‘Bottler’ Reilly caused an embarrassing relentless and unmerciful. P bleto manage the cuts better than others, without losing any
u-turn by the FG/Lab coalition earlier this year. Perhaps one of the The cuts have placed a heavy emotional burden on PAs. Sinead element of service”. Research by the Northern Ireland Department
most damaging aspects of the Governments current policy has beerDonnell, a PhD student and member of the NUIG Centre for ot Health has shown that where the service recipient made the

the erosion of personal assistance entitlements - the provision of Disability Law and Policy Reform notes how ‘the wrong people Eee!:hange to a self-directed model, there was greater control, autonomy,
help to another person with the activities of daily life. I've witnessegesponsible for the cutbacks. Those on the ground feel as if they arg |y | ypFE\ YDOXH IRU PR QH\ DQG +H fL ELOLW\ IR
*UVW KDQG WKH UHVXOWDQW WU D XP D :Didgferderit@d kb Qutfele42 the hehlinVisthhtitisite baredutrat, e of the most effective ways of combating the cutbacks alongside
service users and personal assistants (PAs). It's shocking that al  and pen pushers who are culpable, but who never have to Wime:sssteadfast resistance would be a switch, where possible, to this
\Y

service so vital to the lives of so many people could be attackedfwitlu VW KDQG WKHLU LQWROHUDEOH UDPRLpRNLR

sueh vigour — o . ¢ Incountries like Sweden, Finland, Britain, Belgium and Germany, Those reductions that have been assimilated at intermediary level
When it comes to disability, society itself is often the main 3 people with disabilities have, with social policy and legislative :  haye undoubtedly led to a decreased quality of service. From a PA's
disabling factor. A person with a disability often depends heavily: - support, chosen to self-direct their personal assistance, controlliigperspective, we've seen delays in wage payments and annual/sick
upon their PA' support to maintain a decent standard of living, :  the recruitment, management, payment and training of their PAS. jeave requests. Weak administrative processing makes our working
maintain an active role in the community and retain their human; Just a handful of individuals in Ireland have had the opportunityo o |y Hy WRXJKHU ,W VLJQL+FDQWO\ UHGXFHV M
dignity. Naturally close bonds develop between PA and the persbntake this route, through a pilot scheme administered by the group \;ser service. '
they assist, particularly when the level and duration of assistance Aiseanna Tacaiochta. For the most part, intermediary organisatipns )
is high. The mood of either individual can greatly affect both. Ong such as the Irish Wheelchair Association and the various Centrés | '€S€ Pen pushers should spend a day in the shoes of someone
former long term PA said “the job has great humanity, butit'sa 2 for Independent Living direct the provision and management of & dependent on the services they are dismantiing. As dlsablllfy rights
ridiculously tiring role emotionally, you can't just walk off the job2 person with disabilities PA services. As Declan O'Keefe, one of +  2CtIVIst and playwrlght‘RosaIe_e’n McDong'gh put it recently *not only
It's not exactly the sort of place you can ring in sick. It feels like youhe founding members of The Centre for Independent Living putit:" the service seen as ‘low fruit’ but also it's seen as a luxury, nota
are covering cracks due to a lack of funding. Sometimes there'saanFrom the beginning, we were aware of the importance of persoha['€CeSSily. At a guesstimation, including all the variables regarding
overwhelming sense of being trapped, with no real supports comingssistance and of the vital role of PAs in enabling those of us with |nd|V|d‘u,aI disabled people’s type of impairment and the support they
from the agencies involved.” + disabilities to take control of our lives. Indeed, it was CIL’s pilot ¢ need, it's suggested that the PA service s’ave_s_the_government €1,500
The harsh realities being endured by PAs and service users hgs Programme which empowered me to live an independent life.” 2 a day per person, due to the fact that we're fiving in our own homes




and not in an institution. If this is not value for money, what is?

([SHFWLQJ D TXDGULSOHJLF SHUVRQ
alone and functionally isolated between PA shifts is inhumane.
([SHFWLQJ SHRSOH WR ZDLW VHYHUD((
toilet is a cruel and unusual punishment and can lead to situati
Rl HIWUHPH WUDXPD ORVV RI GLJQL
Incidents such as these are becoming all too commonplace.

Given the ominous outlook created by the cuts, the workplac
environment has adopted a gloomy character with both parties
fearing for their futures. As Mary Collins, a protester involved
in the recent triumphant action against further PA cutbacks told
Trade Union TV outside the Dail: “Why don't they let us live
LQ RXU KRPHV 1X0O*0O0 RXU GUHDPV D
of society instead of placing the fear of God into us with every
announcement?”

Still Minister Reilly and his gang implement their cutbacks
UHIJDUGOHVV RI FUXHOW\ LQMXVWLF
on, undoubtedly buoyed by the recent government u-turn on t
proposed reduction to PA hours. Because as Rosaleen McDo
rightly pointed out during those Dail protests, “we are not aski
for anything unreasonable. But the way these things are being

dealt with, it's as if we are an easy touch. We are not”.

lllustration by Paddy Lynch

Jump over to
www.rabble.ie
to for Rosaleen
McDonagh's
account of how PA
cuts were beaten!
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“THOSE WHO NEED THE
SERVICE WILL CONTINUE
TO GET A SERVICE”,

© EBARANNT LHESH ALV

FROM ALL SIDES FOR THE
CUTS TO HOME HELP TO
BE REVERSED. MR KENNY

D Q G SAY FIRATPEOPLE Wit H

h

AN ASSESSED NEED FOR
HELP WILL GET IT. RABBLE
THOUGHT IT BETTER TO
GO STRAIGHT TO THE
SOURCE AND ASKED
THOSE ON THE FRONTLINE
HOW THESE CUTS WERE
AFFECTING THEM AND
THOSE IN THEIR CARE.

Liz Matthews has been a Home Help :
for 26 years. “| am very concerned abou.l
the cuts to services for clients. They're :

dignity?

Eileen Hanly is a Home Help Employeé
of the HSE; ‘I believe it is morally
contemptible that the budget of the HSE;
Home Help Service is being slashed =
and that money is instead being turned *

I%lg\a\ﬁ\/é_?gg/LOOLRQV RI HXUR Megog?ﬁ%\/wwlge[zgley@wfﬁ
panies.

The move to privatisation of:

our service will see the rich prosper, Whi!e

both clients and workers will pay a heavy
price. :

Home Helps are already some of the
lowest paid workers in the public service.
We are mainly part-time workers and oug
hours are being decimated.

Our ageing population is growing and ©
the number of care workers needed will :
increase every year.” :

e ps :

Marion Tyrell, a Home Help worker
from Co Offaly told us how bad it is in
relative terms:

“I'm twelve years in the service and I'vi
never seen it this bad.
le -
some of the people we look after suffer
from the late onset of dementia and
Alzheimer’s.”

And how do these cuts affect Marion’s
day-to-day routine and the help she give
those in her care?

“I'm only given half an hour with some
of our clients now. Just today one lady g/ t
very agitated and | didn't have the time |
needed to calm her down and help her g 3t
settled. You're given just half an hour to

. _give someone a shower - sometimes it jU st

1 SULYDWLVDWLRQ D QGisp{bRouh tmé. WrHad? Rufielprebsie

behind these changes what are the

becoming more and more vulnerable an.ﬂ immediate, visible effects on clients?

in many cases they are having their hou{rs

Eileen continues:
“Quiality care cannot take the form of :

DOO WKH WLPH WR JHW R WKH QH]|
P\ ZRUN EXW WKH\ UH PL NLQJ LW VF
forus.”

cut when they should be increased. When
| take a week off, | am asked ‘who can do 15 minute calls to clients, as has been =

without the service that week?’ and | amE
left to break the news that nobody will be
coming. It just isn't right.” :

Some critics point to the continued  ©
privatization of our health services. WithE

some politicians having vested interest in
private nursing homes surely they’re not

LQWURGXFHG «UVW E\ wik HPRPBY Bay ReyedsupwRruv
and now copied by the HSE. :

7KH SXUVXLW RI SUR*W. PHDQV WKDW WKH
private operators and Minister Reilly wiIIE
engage in a race to the bottom for both :
standards of employment for workers
and standards of care for the sick and
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THE IRISH ELECTION LITERATURE BLOG | &HUWDLQ LVVXHV UHPDLQ URRWHG WR D vsSHHOWENRMA®H RWKHUV KRZHYHU

. KDYH D KDELW RI UHFXUULQJ DJDLQ DQG HVRQDWH
SHOWCASES THE PERVERSE NATURE OF =y R g0\ ZLWK SHRSOH WRGD\ DUH R| (ROG WD[ DQG
OPPORTUNISM AND SPINELESSNESS WHICH © 7pwHU FKDUJHV %RWK IHDWXUH IUHTXH W/ LRQ DQG KDYH

RUNS DEEP IN MANY WHO COURT OUR " HYROYHG DV WKH QDWXUH RI WKH SURSRVH W H IRUPV RI RS

VOTE. BARRY GRUFF FINDS OUT MORE FROM: SRVLWLRQV WR V:/KHP[ KDYH FKDQJIHG RYHUSE it Despite op 51
: EDVHG 3URSHUW\ WD[ PRRWHG LQ WKH HDU O _.\.Z\-B_;mi‘ < o z
ITS CURATOR ALAN KINSELLA. VHHQ DV DO DOWL KEOLQ WDL DG DO DOW ET5BLQEWDL, B Promises f  their

i ZRUNLQJ ZRXOG EH IRUFHG RXW RI WKH IDPLO\ K‘l‘-‘eP*x;I:‘A-_tgw D
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I OHD+*HWV IRU WRR ORQJ EHIRUH +0OL QW DN KHPV WRI A @HDUQ VWD PIDQVHKILNO IURP 2R LH-Y)
LV QRW WKH FDVH IRU 'XEOLQHU $ODBRWEV/IDEBEU ZKRGKODLW EHRE O/ WXGQWHQGLQJ WR LFUIHD,
RXVO\ FROOHFWLQJ HOHFWLRQ OLWHUDWXUH DRI®Q W WKKHU + QR B UWDLW U D ERRRX D A 8 N | RiUH; & Dvi il
WKH ODVW \HDUV ,Q WKDW WLPH KH KDW SRRPDHGOD RREDXMHD QG ¥DD OIBEOH'XEOL ﬁm\)\vs“t‘;‘b&mam
KLVWRULFDO DUFKLYH ZKLFK KH KDV EBH@SHWOWYL QD[ZEMUIQWRA LA GAUXFRALAG $GGLQJ U%‘:mmmgm'

WKURXJK KLV ,ULVK (OHFWLRQ /LWHUDWXWRISHOR) ERRP KDG MXVW VWDUWHG VR SHRSOH ZIHsS"
SDEEOH FDXJKW XS ZLWK WKH PDQ KLPWK&IQwKHIYE RRWHHE D ERHIW WAWYDPS "XW\ DQG WK“%}_{QQ! .
EORJ KLV KREE\ DQG DOO WKLQJV HOHFR/@.M’ﬁ%IR(‘JIbWH%QRWKHU DUJXPHQW XVHG DQg@y Owﬂu{eal\es'”“m <H
L FXUUHOW SROLFLRIXVLOJ YUHYHQXH TURD Aoyt y Can GROWS ot
$O0DQ FDXJKW WKLV EXJ GXULQJ WKH EJHQULU%%ES'@F\'/WM‘Y@QHR/' )ZLH%\)‘WRW:HG £\ 2 CSUPPOT ntorepea\
7RR \RXQJ WR YRWH KH ZDV EURXJKW;G%%Q\Mﬁl%&%opégﬁ\Vﬂ%\gL@@ 2 6 8 F w r campaid xin
ZDV D ORW PRUH OLYHO\ DQG UHDOO\ H{B\WWLRYFSODFH®@ DV FDQYDVVHUV H
KDGQ W WKH UHVWULFWLRQ WKH\ KDYH %_sz "FDPH DZD\ ZLWK D KDQGIXO
OHD+*HWV DQG VWLFNHUV LQFOXGLQJ R BI:&QV&PJWD\%EE%H%%BQ%\}&E%%%I?V ____
DQG VRPHKRZ , KHOG RQWR WKHP %\ 1RrRP KPS EY zp '
HOHFWLRQ DQG , JRW PRUH WKLV WLF;#H#\é\@%ﬂ&%@@@%&iﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁw\%ﬁ%ﬁfgﬁ wey .
DOVR 2YHU WLPH WKH FLUFOH DQG-OR . L ;,
ULDO JUHZ ,Q WKH GD\V EHIRUH HPDLO WK, WYy B 5B PR WHy 2P Y T D U
LQJ OHD+HWV ZLWK YDU\LQJ GHJUHHV RCEIMEGVWVPHEOW KR RRR ¥ B WLLHB-HRG 1
CLRHA DQ DV D OLOLWDQW /DERXU
D FROOHFWLRQ Rl EHWZHHQ 1RXU DQG: %ﬁwrgﬁ%%%\g\?&opsou V FDOGLGDWH LQ
$V ZHOO DV HQMR\LQJ XSORDGLQJ WKLV PRWHULRA VHRy WKE £ ORE & WolVddhy H v
DQRWKHU SXUSRVH KH H[SODLQV , SRVYVHGpl O W IWHLOWK B/WQ{;HZ\L\%HL_ QY MHQ TS igar
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Ant' Ak| n In case anyone missed it, that scurvy Louis in the late 1980s. Members of
political shyster Rep. Todd Akin of said militia went on to commit violent

Missouri, has been caught red-handed attacks against doctors providing the

retrospectively that is. Salon uncovers godless act of saving women’s lives.

his links to a pro-life militia in St. Oh sweet irony, Akin i

S your name...

15

Y L A A (HEALTH)

THE L
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P. KOLBE REPORTS THAT OVER

20 YEARS, OVERSIGHT

FOR IRE@ND’S PUBLIC HEALTH
HAS RESEED IN THE HANDS OF

E ADVERTISEMENTS
Y LIFESTYLES

rian Cowen and Michael Noonan reigned full-time jobs while also having enough free time : state subsidies for the hard pressed minister. Therd QGLYLGXDO WR UHPHPEHU VXFK WU
B LQ WKH V. PHQ ZKRVH teinahhgenigIargehproperty portfolio and various are few among us who are dedicated enough to GUr The villain of the latest affair was Reilly’s

honed by life-long dedication to strenuous investments - including a major shopping centre in national historical heritage that they will steadfast
pint-swilling regimes. At the turn of the millennium Lusk and various plots of land around the country: keep the traditions of the gentry alive into our
Michael Martin provided a break from the tradition No wonder he is paid so well — his talents and timiemodern era.

RI FOLQLFDO REHVLW\ DV WKH nsaddgeniebt\skillX eCcleafyOn/an &i@ clazd)

the job and actually introduced an anti-obesity :  Ajong the way, Reilly also managed to accumulaten the mysterious last minute addition of 2 new

campaign which included a proposal for a fast foodgnough wealth to acquire a stately home in Offaly: primary care centres to the HSE's plans. The fact:

tax. It turned out that this was, in fact, merelyan: poG p «HHW RI FODVVLF FDUV: tiaktoth of tieir-h@dpes tb®SIN RAIR's North

elaborate set up for the punchline that was Mary i eyplain his failure to pay his debts - the cost of
*DUQH\ ZKR FRPELQHG D OR\{H(eE A/hRSlotn 4 S1dédtddfmstin these tin
ZLWK WKH «QHVW IRRGV NQRZ QW KeftyFuS Be-stthbiydréddfuiDNaturally the

transparent hatred for the sick and poor. Oh howwe,\w pWH KHOSV KLP RXW ZLWK:

Dublin constituency is surely a coincidence. The
efact that one of them is due to be built on land

owned by one of his cronies can only be random :
: health centres should be based on expert-judged

\thahGeL ARD @hah ReDy] strteH iy NivplyR U

Yunderstudy in the Department of Health — Roisin
Shortall. She made the schoolgirl error of publicly

: criticising the minister. Somehow she had arrived
Reilly’s recent bout of media attention has dwelt:

at the bizarre idea that high-falutin concepts such
DV FRQ*LFW RI LQWHUHVW DQG IDQ
such as ‘ethics’ and ‘principles’ applied in Irish

politics. Happily, the upstart was quickly put in

her place and ousted from her role, as all of her
Labour party colleagues rallied around Minister
Reilly. Her apparent belief that the choice of public

laughed. his troubles. However, when one considers the cbsienying that anything unusual had happened at afll,criteria rather than ministerial largesse threatened to
Reilly is Fine Gael’'s comedic riposte to Harney.g Rl SHWURO QRZDGD\V DQG W K HWEKRIRQU L WX HPOH BIH-F-\L BIRIFV RMR | X G) Ondednurie Yhiel modt ded iR Shdved Griddiple of Irish
Not only does he boast a traditionally obese girth; classic cars, there is surely a strong case for furtrgewe can hardly expect such a multi-talented and bgsgolitics — keeping the rabble from interfering.

but he sports a bulbous and ruddy complexion that

KLQWY DW D VWDSOH GLHW RI EXUJXQG\ DQG WUXI*HV
He has the unusual distinction of actually
EHLQJ D TXDOL*HG GRFWRU +
examination of his record, one begins to suspect
that his interpretation of “duty of care” extends all
the way from his belly to his wallet.

During the boom years of the Celtic Tiger,
Reilly demonstrated his love for the public
health system by investing heavily in private
health business ventures, including a €15m
primary care centre near Dublin airport and
a multi-million euro private nursing home in
Tipperary. When the nursing home investment
went belly-up, he failed to pay his share of the
€1.9 million outstanding debt and ended up on
6WXEEV OLVW RI GHEW GHIDX
for a serving minister in Ireland. Considering the
rogues’ gallery who have served as ministers in
this country, one can’t help but be impressed by
somebody who manages to distinguish himself by
EHLQJ WKH «UVW WR VXFK DQ

However, Reilly can’t be accused of neglecting
the public sector altogether. When it comes to
the question of drawing down payments, he is an
obvious fan of the state economy. In 2009 and
2010, he received a total of €674,165 from the
Department of Health for his work as a medical-
card GP, while also having a full time job as a
TD which paid him another €100,000 or so with
expenses on top. Somehow Reilly managed
WR IXOeO WKH UHVSRQVLELOL

The cost of
keeping a
mansion with

13 bedrooms in
these times of
austerity must be
simply dreadful.

lllustration by Paddy Lynch
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There’s No Justice, Just Us. Artist




Atown in Kent to burn 30ft the Year Enda Kenny now has
Hl«J\ Rl /DQFH $UP&3amER@nber of Tours de

ZHDULQJ D -LP OO )L [FraNcemte@al3 @s Lance.
,QWHUHVWLQJ IDFW (XURSHDQ RI

/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////A
P u b I |S h | n “People don’t do that.” She
obviously goes to different
PrOse & ( :OnS sessions than | do.

WITH BOOKSHOP SHELVES OVER-STOCKED WITH HARRY POTTER AND : EDVWDUG FKLOG RI 80\VVHV: D@@itnkotd LSQ W Rs\shvserQtd represent
FIFTY OTHER SHADES OF POPULIST SHITE, MAEVE SPANNING ROOTS just don't think we'd succeed in sellingitinthe | XV DEURDG" $ PDMRULW)\ Rl RXU QHZ

THROUGH HER REJECTION SLIPS HAS AND THIS RAMBLE ABOUT HOW i current climate (the same could be said of Messrgs published within the last 20 years) have either lived
: Joyce and Welsh).” ¢ or studied in England for large chunks of their

THE PUBLISHERS ARE STACKED AGAINST HER. ! &RXOG LW EH WKDW WKH UH D¥es. & gt whichksprely pas p gjlutipg iggpact on
riting a book? Easy. Heading in to impersonal form-letters - grand - a good few é that of Edinburgh, is just too out-of-sync with the: \1\/ A th KQHVY R1 W |K HLY SrL]J RVH L
W : ’ : Jane Eyres and Great Expectations of the GCSE‘, orour greats as been based in England since the

work extra early so you can print i no- replies — fair enough — but also (and this is th@ UHDGLQJ OLVW" ., ZRXOGQ W J 206 of 26pkeith Ridge\rayrspartyagsljving in the
out 200 double-spaced pages on the; stinger) a steady stream of scrawled handwritten: 8. DQG $GULDQ OF.LOQW\ ZDV HGXFDW

sly? No bother. Quadruple-sellotaping them intoi QRWHYV ZLWK «LUW\ O L WWOH P AYA) Bﬁ\?f Wﬁ@t@ %mg ﬁteggrm you i i and is still still living abroad today.

an envelope from the pound shop that's already: you can write, but we can't sell you.’ € relieved to kno ack, it does .
FDVW D QHZ OLJKW RQ P\ «U V§W ButshWie iave Fubhawéy MUKIDAbk successes

starting to crack at the seams? Standard. Sendifg a0 what's the problem? Poor writing? probab|y «UVW /RQGRQ DJHQW UH P H P ErHMariah[iefes il RaRl Elolatds Ross
copy to your parents because they've been begging\n jii.conceived storyline? Almost certainly. But ¢ lip curled distastefully under her stylis,h black- | 2 & DUUROO .HOO\ WDOHQWHG DXWK
t\hs :cenngo:'d?ugV;gusReXa‘r]lgn(;||r?g)’<) I\/Llja:agveyaﬁl\e/\h%%g }Ué% R L T e Rt Wiittle bit tof) rimmed glasses as she complained about the manyD Q XQGHQLDEO\ ,ULVK YRLFH LQ WKF
%XW +QGLQJ VRPHRQH WR SUL AW R R i references in my book to drinking and recreational marketplace. So what is the dlf'ference there? For
currently clocking in at around 53 rejections and \}L Q |-| lT'—i é) \%K ZI—D| V UHF H QW O\ #rugruse Gl heJpaticuiad seetiowshe was referrlng one thing, genre-writing has always been more
FRXQWLQJ DQG \HV DP VW L Cé(p QJ LDQ WKDW D T X.DKD Wa¥ baRed 08 8 Bue StoFy O@rvaparty in commercially successful than its awkward cousin
' Ilshness is us asthemeasureofgood : 5DWKPLQHV D IHZ \HDUV EDFN QWWHMXDUHDFONLNVRVQ F DVKBIWFK DOO W

» NQRZ ZKDW \RX UH WKLQN '-erieratureLéhU\ﬁHt%Y:‘éhﬁw%Mhors don'tgeta ;| H[SODLQHG WR PH LQ KHU W U Lifthelaimaid Ierary\riRiQ bt that jGstsR &0les
You've got your answer there, love, don'tgive up o RrR WKH DZDUG FH U H H&'Qdotthet.” She abvidusly)gued tardiffetlerd LQHVR VORW QHDWO\ LQWR RQH PDUNHYV
WKH GD\ MRE  %XW EHDU ZLW’fror%'fhaParP %%\’B'écagéefﬂé)ér\’é’kwouldnt VHVVLRQV WKDQ , GR { ZRUGV WKH YHU\ ERRNV WKDW KDYH
ever response from an agent was an invitation to g|vemeaquoteofmyowntouse Typical Scot. 6R VWRS VHQGLQJ \RXU ERRNQWN)‘QK% WKH ZRUOG ZKDW ,UHOTL

meet with her and her boss in their slick London: PHVVLQJ ,UYLQH :LO W I i i in
RI*FH VRPH IDZQLQJ SUDLVH ﬁ’]RJ H';ODYL ; Q ; SXBELWRNOW QRRN B\ WVQRQKP%‘@‘Q?JIS kg (thesp ¢y WikeuiAsingy
: mal g have a publishing industry of its own.” And |ndeed distracted by creepy love letters from beyond
URTAUHQERV WR PRYLH ULJKWV g %xoe EH2E L19F% B WP (& yourne tobioRusRie wnd que revarsnialisland, | the grave, or the white witch making it winter
‘HOO IDLU HQRXJK , WKR X J Bt}f‘fllsheﬂ Q(H%A)/ LR YOf- E)ased publisher. : and if a publisher doesn't have one eye onthe : allyeararound, the bitch). For another, there is
SD\ \RXU GXHV 6R , NHSW GLOGXHOMHUNIHW WHQIERERPH P X F Kn@kRLaBOS ke@onGwalQtiGy can't expectts D FHUWDLQ TXDLQWQHVV WR WKH GH

one sellotape-mangled parcel 7UDLQVSRWWLQJ GRHVQ W Wb&@WﬂnaBsQ‘QrmaﬂﬁmHthgeORW ; LQ WKHVH ERRNV WKH YHU\ LPDJH R
DIWHU DQRWKHU XQWLO , G EXLOW GLVEXVVHG WKH SRVVLELOL RG KXPRXUHG 3DGG\ \|/\_|/KDW ‘"HOVK
up a nice collection of Comparing it with an unusually detailed WUL\N? KGRWF FHYEoF ML vKLVHY
battered-looking UHMHFWLRQ OHWWHU i, tiheEndustriy with\Bre@lanvBaringten, editor LVK ZULWLQJ DVLGH IRU WKH PRPH
rejection Ietters’ are some pretty glaring similarities DW 3HQJXLQ ,UHODQG ZKR DGE#&Y&MaYM Y}égellh(\—.(\r[ ZRXOG EH
| L QGHUHVWLPDWH WKH FX
., YH QRZ *QLVKHG: u#@@chﬁ( WR X

on my wall. novemnd?hou hthml bt be HU FODVV (QJOLVKQHVV /bW k'@l""d‘d‘\PRW N&N/ 00\ W\SLFDC
These consisted 9 9 the valid point that the very existence of : the great thing about Catholicism - it's so vague.
of a few described as the P Yy : wit v 2l o K

3HQJIXLQ ,UHODQG DV D QaPaAMOWs Whabitis fsally flljappyt.”), Keyes’

SULPDULO\ ,ULVK ERRNWPORMK WRRLGU L wPPRI P\ PRWKHU WR
DQG ,ULVK PDUNHWV ¥XU5R¥y\gyWMEKHWR PH DQG VKH VDLG

PDUNHW GRHV KDYH URTRX IRHUH) LRKWKHUH KRZ HOVH ZH
talent. : getout?”), and Frank McCourt in Angela’s Ashes

P EDFN RQ P\ FKLOGKRR(
G%LHO\(X/KZHTLSFXKEOULE\ﬁ% EE%?HG DW DOO ,W ZDV RI
&VWKH KDSS\ FKLOGKRRG

well- kno;/vr; ;hat Joyce : your Whlle Worse than the ordinary miserable
struggled for years to; RG LV WKH PLVHUDEOH ,ULV

*QG D SXEOL\@&&?%&EVH \HW LV WKH PLVHUDEOH

80\VVHV DO

admittedly, it is )
a bit of a tricky All fantastic characters, no doubt about it,

read) and Roddy i but perhaps a little too loveable? Where's our

'R\OH VHOi 7UDLQVSRWWLQJ", NQRZ LW V RXW W

published The i it. And in fact, where are we? Where are the
: roll-over sessions and the dole, the raves that get
: shut down after an hour and a half, the pictures in
i the Herald after leaving cert night and the carnage
{ RQ 2 &RQQHOO VWUHHW RQ 6W 3DWL
i anything but quaint?
i 6R ORRN )DLU GXHV LW SUREDEO\ |
i WKUHZ P\ +UVW QRYHO LQ WKH JUHH(
: fair lash and 53 rejections probably is taking the
i SLVV D ELW %XW ZKHQ , ZULWH WKH
i to make sure it's every bit as truthful, every bit as
i awkward, and every bit as shaming to my parents
: DV WKH ODVW $QG , KRSH VRPH RI \F
i the same. Because in the end, it's up to us.

$QG , ZDQW WR UHDG LW

lllustration by Julian Astelarra



ROly'PO“Ce *DUGD- KDYH UHFHLY I andA&cltud, zefBudrds will

IURP WKH 'XEOLQ & have néthing stphing\them now
$VVRFLDWLRQ 6SHFbReptkeris @rd St¥ps) @ their
with compartments for breakfast pursuit of street criminals.
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FIGHTING WORDS IS A CREATIVE WRITING
CENTRE BASED IN THE NORTH INNER CITY.

THE CENTRE OFFERS FREE CREATIVE WRITING
WORKSHOPS AND COURSES TO STUDENTS OF
ALL AGES. MICE HELL EXPLORES THE PROJECT'S
CORE ETHOS THAT “CREATIVE WRITING IS AN
ESSENTIAL PART OF EVERY CHILD’'S EDUCATION.”

Fighting Words is a creative writing centre established by author In_
Roddy Doyle and Sean Lovel. From its base in the north inner city, oprevious
Dublin, the centre offers free creative writing workshops and coursesssues of
to students of all ages. The centre’s core ethos is that “creative writimgbble we have
is an essential part of every child’s education.” ! addressed the

i representation of
Why did you choose the name ‘Fighting words’ for the project and: the working class

what does it mean? youth voices in the
The name was chosen by Roddy Doyle. We were registering with t dia, the way the

FRPSDQLHV RI«FH IRU FKDULW\ VWDW XV BBECyRe

immediately. Roddy said “Fighting Words” pretty much off the top YQIC€less and framed as

of his head. It could easily have been a temporary name, just to tigednti-social. Do you feel that

us over, but we soon realised it was perfect. It captures the essenceldnting Words is addressing

of what we are about, using a well- known Dublin expression in th§3 W K L V E\ KHOSLQJ \RXQJ

process. Interestingly, Dave Eggers, founder of 826 Valencia, sai@i M

loves the name, but that they could never have used it in the US, as th® doubt we are, but it happens naturally

WHUP «JKWLQJ ZRUGV FRQVWLWXWHYV igme“ganisaHyHW«arsveuf muchte@dor& RQ VW L
working class youth but not exclusively so. We are

Fighting Words was inspired by the 826 Valencia project in San : here for all youth on an equal basis. The children and

Francisco. The basis of that project is that strong writing skills are: teenagers who come here are from every background, as are the

fundamental to future success. How is that? i volunteers. There is a natural diversity that works very well.

6WURQJ ZULWLQJ VNLOOV DUH GH*QLWHO\ LPSRUWDQW_ EXW WKH HVVHQFH RI :

Fighting Words is really more about facilitating the opportunity and —RZ LQ-XHQWLDO LV FODVV LQ ,UHODQG LRKHOBRA GR DRVVDO WGRWMHUBYOW LQ JUDSKLF -

mentoring for as many children as possible to engage creatively V?it,potentlal of the education system and the opportunities it offers? DJHV $0ZD\ V WK H *UVW R I R X U vX P_P HU FDPSV

ZULWLQJ LQ ZKDWHYHU JHQUH DQG \ H Ah@&aeiotSarissUes i IMshREIERQOV ak@it BRsUrng full eqga|volunteer tutors are V|sua|‘ artlsts and graphic aI"tIStS and anlmators. It

WKHP :KDW ZH GR LV FHUWDLQO\ RI E HiQa¢eass WiRe priire/eDlLcatiowsyRtenz, DuiGeyzatelna! the esserice Vs some of them who originally proposed seeing what the interest

DQG DFDGHPLF VNLOOV EXW HYHQ P R UHolhaiqliives BighiM@Wotds/ We Heliee/ ciyamvelwrieig &y Would be. We work in all forms of creative writing, in all genres.

GHG D QDPH

VHOI FRQ*GHQFH VHOI HVWHHP HPS R Z Ht5priladpart of @@ ySild QedusaiohHark! wanakeRlodpiow bitito 8L Q P H ZH KDYH RIIHUHG ZRUNVKRSV FRYHLU
critical thinking, etc. { provide that opportunity to as many children as possible, on an equdll@yWriting, _screenplaty I‘N”,t'r,'g' animation, songwriting, poeltry,t

H . : i ion drama, ..angd volunteer
The operation of the centre relies heavily on volunteers. Who are : EDV L V ‘H DUH QR W SDUW RI W KH IRU P 2 %g:?goﬁggﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁxge%ﬂf rour\{gi{rﬁ%m’( P
the volunteers, ie their backgrounds, what brings them to the ~ ; Would like to see some adaptation of what we do incorporated intp 9 '
proiect?Andhbwwouldoneqoabohtvolunteerinq? i WKH IRUPDO HGXFDWLRQ V\VWHP DQG:JLYHQ WKDW RXU PDLQ LQWHUORFXWRUYV

- : are primary and secondary school teachers, we believe they Woujd
We have over 400 volunteer tutors. Since we opened, we have ne‘f?r'bbabl :

: ){_{also like to see that ha‘ngen. :
KDG D SUREOHP ZLWK UHFUXLWLQJ YROXQWHHUYV WKRXJK X FDQ QHYHU
take it for granted and it is always a work in progress. We putalof v, have quite a list of publications including a graphic We are Ver mUCh
of thought and effort into trying to ensure our volunteers get as MUCKT 4 Sloav. Jam by Newnark Comprehensive School: and. Are
HQMR\PHQW DQG IXO«OOPHQW DV SRVV-U':rhr X uddihg it HoWWiEE Fhaér i'g —

L]
can guarantee it is fun and there is no minimum commitment. We - - - I here for Wo rkl ng
interview between 10-15 new applicants every week, which keeps th//e have published four anthologies of short stories by Transition

numbers constantly renewed. People from every background, young<HPU VWXGHQWYV )LIKWLQJ 7XHVGD\V E\ mgg P ﬁ(m &wijhﬂ\t
and old, volunteer with us. Basically anyone who enjoys working : ‘XEOLQ /RVW LQ 7TUDQVLWLRQ E\ 6FR L o Q LQJ
creatively with children and adults and is a good listener will enjoyy ‘RUGV E\ &ROjLVWH 'K°ODLJK &RRORFN DQG <HW EH ROG E\ ORXQW
YROXQWHHULQJ ZLWK XV 1R VSHFLDO TXxPRURHOWAIHRRR R B UINLFIRR B H PEQHG %xc lv '-SGG $

Obviously, since we work with children and vulnerable adults, we ; Window on the Lane - poems and short stories inspired by the wark u

haveasysteminplaceinvoIvinganintervieW,referencechecking§ LQ "'XEOLQ &LW\ *DOOHU\ 7KH +XJK /DQ%' E\ 7UDQVLWLRQ <HDU VWXGHQWYV
Garda vetting and we provide training. IURP OHUF\ &ROOHJH &RRORFN i

Photo supplied Fighting Words



Viva Bob! 7DNH D QRVH\ GRZQ WIRSt8RiWKKSH4GsE CRIQWR!

of these days soon and check out theeteran who died three years ago.
mural of Bob Doyle painted by rab-
EOH V RZQ 7KRPDV 0OF&DUWK\ /DVKHG

up as part of the Anti Fascist Ireland
birthday weekend, to celebrate our
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of Bitco

L A L A A A A A

A FIsti

ED ZILLION TAKES US TO THE WILD WILD WEST OF DIGITAL
CULTURE. THE LIBERTARIAN MILLENIUM, IF YOU WILL. A
PLACE WHERE THE TWIN TECHNOLOGIES BITCOIN AND TOR
HAVE LED TO THE EMERGENCE OF AN ONLINE COMMUNITY
LIKE NO OTHER WITH ITS OWN MARKETPLACE AND ITS OWN
CURRENCY.

place inhabited by a disparate collection of value of all bitcoins in circulation (10.231m) is currently about €9:§ but Bitcoin & Tor, with their anonymous nature, make it possible fory
cyber-utopians, digital activists, scammers and million at a valuation of €9.10 per bitcoin. From the very beginningsother websites to exist selling this kind of stuff. The same features %
their inevitable marks. A place where you caid  when a bitcoin could hardly be said to have any value at all (itis ¢ that make it possible to buy drugs from Silk Road make it a lot harggr
buy LSD and shotguns online and brag abou§ hard enough getting your head around assigning value to a stringi oto track paedo rings on the Internet, as most of the major busts ha
it. It's a lot like some squat houses | have livgd DOSKDQXPHULF GLJLWV LQ WKH «UVW 8§O0iovblted tradking Brédit caFdwahBadliche& ZLOGO\ LQ SU L\ H
in - one half idealists and the other half people at one stage trading at over €24 in June 2011, giving rise to a sitdatij to now there haven't been any large crime networks using bitc
only idealists could put up with.This scene in which one early adopter bought a pizza for 10,000 bitcoins tha§ uncovered and, despite calls by US congressmen for investigationsy
wasn't born wholly-crafted onto the internet ; would have been worth €24,600 a year later! | hope he enjoyed it Alhto The Silk Road by the FBI, it has continued trading. What is far§

like a 4chan meme, it has been developing for a long time now, ¢  very interesting stuff that | could elucidate at length, though whatyop RUH FRPPRQ DUH UDLGV E\ KDFNHUV V %F K D\

intimately related to the ongoing battle for control over the internet, want to hear, | suspect, is about ‘drugs on teh internets’. ¢ largest bitcoin exchange) that caused the price to nosedive from $

DQG VSHFL*FDOO\ RYHU WKH ULJKW WR Edd /@ R&bPtRefeMs R WeBsi& htceddIdSinl T6H&A Whick o R ¢ ELWFRLQ LQ D PDWWHU RI PLQXWRYV DQC
ZH KDYH FRUSRUDWLRQV DQG JRYHUQRHQNYrcKd3dhloR % Widle RiRg¥/ds MiBWrbtEctE: ListitbR adV writsavings & Trust ponzi scheme where some internet huckster made

or security (paranoid security it may well be) and onthe othera ; | QFOXGH GUXJV J Rl 3XUH JODNH &REDRQHZBQ@RXW ARZRUWKERWERWERLQV DIWHY RIIH
fairly dismal cast of digital rights campaigners such as the Electroni¢egs) or how about that gram of crack cocaine you always wante#i?pa (I did mention the marks, didn't 1?) But so far these are still N

Frontier Foundation and the occasional mob of disgruntled rand@meng 0\ ELWFRLQV $PRQJ RWKH Q VRMLKPEKIDDLQ/\W VK DBWR PKING H@ IXFM KDENHUV QH KLQ
from reddit or Facebook or whatever. Recent skirmishes include theand similar substances, probably the biggest market is weed. Lot ahéir stash - sooner or later a more serious criminal gang will start ¥

ACTA “anti-piracy” bill which was rejected by the EU parliament it |ots of weed. From around 5 bitcoins for an eighth of chronic dowd tasing it and there will be a large bust, and as long as bitcoin can be}

-XQH DQG ODVW \HDU V +QDQFLDO EORFM®RERKVE\ EE6WPRVYW HYHP KRG WP BR H D S H Utraded or Idoia6s 6r duid Me Probability @fitbein¢ S iuhel sad W K

etc of Wikileaks. ! XVHU UHYLHZV VXFK DV WKLV UHFHQW R Qfkhil Qoriog@aphy Widre@sks. Rhis wilt beQie tRiBE D@ most N
The Wikileaks saga was a blessing in disguise for the doomsaye:rs, 3ROOHQ 1[wW 'D\ '"HOLYHU\ R H[F I—EOe&ﬁéd:@M&rgQﬂeﬁﬂagmrBt\BmcmVTot ¥nd Bronymity on the Interrigt
here was a perfect example of what could happen in a world where and next day delivery, cheers’. While drugs are the biggest market an general, it is one that will be used, and | am not sure that there i
*QDQFLDO FRUSRUDWLRQV FRQWURO WK Bilk RaadRdr fbRiqusireaRdds, Wskrtds hlQowielud@hddaking®d@ls, thoroughly convincing argument against it.
activism that goes against the wishes of these corporations and Eleddb supplies, chemicals, food, the ubiquitous porn, software, forgéries

to sell products or receive donations can be censored without the néeeded that get-out-of-jail in case Ireland goes down the swanny? 'Gebollage by Milo Tobin

for governments to get involved in the whole grubby process. Theé your fake UK passport for the competitive rate of 470 bitcoins or ¢
debate sparked by this incident led to a lot more attention being éivé}4380), as well as the relatively benign, such as art, literature etcg

to technologies that could circumvent these restrictions, among therthough | gather they do little enough business. H
Bitcoin & Tor. ¢ The thing is, it works. | have, for research purposes you see (The B |TCO| N IS A
Tor has been around for some time, originally created by .

3HWH 7TRZQVKHQG 'HIHQFH SXUFKDVHG IUR R UHF \
programmers motivated by fears of censorship and surveillance df t@ HWWHU DGGUHVVHG WR RQH ORQVLHXU 'U Z @u | X |<@FFAL

,QWHUQHW 7KH 7RU FOLHQW VRIWZDUHK biReighttHo orangeDbludrand ater RKindikg Dp Z R4p© Gith siGaking
network of servers to conceal a user’s location or usage from anyon¥ LOYHU DQG MXVW WKH VPDOOHVW DPRXQW RI *R@W}RRENCYDWH'CH
FRQGXFWLQJ QHWZRUN VXUYHLOODQFH Rl SavoUDeck te Drigiy Oude LreckiiRawa 43 OtRorght 2D thiy

g)nzl:]gntqr;ig;tt)oir?onymously, but it also allows websites to be hcistedbvelopment: . HAS N O C E N T RAL

+  We may not all be Rand-carrying libertarians but | think most of lis
%LWFRLQ LV WKH QHZ NLG RQ WKH E O R RMulddgtde Yhittthe itenQdlimateRQIriRy IpréhibitibhXsSavath¥tih
technology. How Bitcoin works is a fascinating feat of engineering, to our perception of a moral society, since we should a priori hav§ the I SS U I N G AU TH O R I TY .
so fascinating that | am not going to go into it for fear of losing my right to ingest whatever substances we so wish, as long as it does no
DXGLHQFH 6XIl*FH WR VD\ %LWFRLQ LY KBHAUWW R ®KHU G HPBHLY RXUVRHFQHAW)\ :2Q D PRUH VANQASDTC@UNDIING

which has no central issuing authority (which is an astounding fe&t imany of us have realised that the negative effects of prohibition Rave F EAT I N ITS E L I:
)

B

itself, and one which many thought impossible) which by its natufe caused more societal harm than the substances would themselvés. |
is anonymous and irreversible. Think about it like online cash: cash think that many of us would secretly cheer on these cyber-utopiafis for

transferred by sending someone a digital signature on the internét making the War Against Drugs look as silly and misguided as it really AN D O N E WH I C H

instead of a greasy 20 rolled-up-and-palmed-off in the alley behilfld is, but this is an easy case. Until recently The Silk Road also soIdE

Supermacs. Bitcoins are created by computers that run complex: JXQV 2QH FRXOG SXUFKDVH IURP D UDRQRJH RI ZHDS MW Tﬁ@}hx@ HT
computational problems and through an ingenious and beautiful E LQFOXGLQJ KDQGJXQV VHPL WR IXOO I? XWRPDWLF H QD

design, the owners of these computers are compensated for theif Depending on your political stripe you may be cool with an . I M POSS I B L E

efforts to provide security to the Bitcoin network by receivinga ¢ anonymous marketplace selling heavy weaponry but what about Snuff
reward of 50 bitcoins for solving one of these problems. The totaE videos, or child porn? Thankfully none of these are sold on Silk F{oad




7KH QHZ «DJVKLS IRU twndeter Wdted) HvEashEoHiark, too

can rag-trade has openedtomuch ORXG DQG WRR GLI*FXOW WR JHW RXW RI D
salivating by the Irish gutter press. bit like losing your virginity.

But no amount of taut mid-riffs and

fake tan can mask the whack of des-

peration from all who enter. As one
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Home grown heroes

themed hip-hop. Heavy beats, dubby E ZLWK WKHLU sUVW YLQ\O UHOHDVH DIWHU D
melodica echoes, pulsing synths, and« string of excellent eclectic digital

the powerful vocals of Exile Eye bringf releases. Up North you've got

WKHVH «YH VRQJV WR Q [Rudim&ianMRecurs, Welidr X U

average alt-hip-hop fare though, with « Music, and the long running

slabs of punk, folk, prog and post-rockfinAcroplane imprint dropping some

WKH PL[ KHUH $IWHU W Kadtadtic BadJdrved RusidG H E X W

Abercrummy &
Felch

IT'S A DAMN GOOD TIME
FOR ELECTRONIC MUSIC
COMING OUT OF IRELAND
THAT SOUNDS FECK ALL
LIKE ANYTHING ELSE.
MYLES NI GANGSTALEEN

HAS THIS RUNDOWN OF
RECENT RELEASES THAT
DEMONSTRATE THIS

‘The Sunken Path’ establishes a bigge¥ Speaking of Acroplane and
fuller sound for the duo, and as their ; alkalinear, there are rakes
most recent live gigs have proven, they of free to download albums

GH-QLWHO\ SXOO LW R}l ERQand WoRdikidAYorfthe® © DV LQ

RELEASES FROM ACTS
WHO CERTAINLY DON'T
SLOT IN EASILY WITH THE
CURRENT POPULAR SUB-
GENRES AND “SOUNDS”
IN ELECTRONIC SCENES
THE WORLD OVER.

the studio. * websites. Ditto with Alphabet Set,
The ultra-productive turntablist/ E IKaboogie, and the Loudmouth
producer Deviant and Naive Ted, and ; Collective.

MC Sebi C just put out their debut und{er Also on the free or pay-what-you-
the name Flying Buttresses (pictured t9pyant buzz are likes of Automatic
right), the ‘Orson Welles’ EP. The songs Tasty, Captain Moonlight, and

are often short feral bursts of stream ¢ y HUY 3UROLsF IHFNHUVY WKH ORW RI HP
of consciousness vocal madness froms  syre have an auld google there and
Sebi while Deviant provides boom-bag et them into ya. While you're at it,
beats under dusty loops and lurching ¢ qo yourself a favour and download

Acouple of months back, LionFX cuts. Sample lyric: “If rabbits ate frogss the beautiful ‘Friday Syndrome Volum

©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

house banger ‘Chain Of Fools’ has been The aforementioned lan also performs
bigged up by XLR8R and is raking in S VROR DV (RPDF +H «UVW FDX.
the YouTube hits and online plays. With ears in late 2010 with his ridiculously
slick production and a natural ability tos anthemic ‘You Don't Know What This
get bodies moving, he’s surely one to ¢ Means To Me'. (Seriously, around then
keep an eye on. and for a long while afterwards, it was
Nasty electro badman Matthew near impossible to go back to a gaff for
Flanagan aka Defekt has gone from ¢ @ post-night-out drink or what have you,
strength to strength with with both clubs Without hearing that tune playin’ outta
_ _ _ and radio Djs rinsing the bejaysus outta SOmewhere). EPs on Hsuan, Acroplane,
Aloose collective of Ilke-'mmded : his tunes across Europe. The chap's beéﬁ_‘d through hi§ own site soon'followed
here. . . s ‘Orson Welles' EP in a fair few lists and produce_rs has been maklng waves acto$gnding fairly regular slots in Berlin anc§ Wlth a IKaboogie release also in the
Melodica Deathshi charts too. + lreland in 2012.“Often play|qg shows : London as well as releases on French: pipeline.
(pictured left), 2 " he above rel hould - together, these “lovely boys” (@smy { ODEHO 1HZ+HVK DQG *& DBUDG griisdt hrapiteHEI Major
whose debut act, all the above releases shou mate likes to call them) toured the Ianaf Records. Grave is another one who's been tearing

‘ be in the kind of lists that end with ir L d ier ine . . .
album'Doom: " s of the year'. And if you as part of their ‘Lightbox' tour earlier in; Enjoying similar success in those part it up lately. He has consistently raised

[N

dropped the ‘How a Kid from | v_vouldn‘t like t_hem gt all. T'wouldn't 2 1’ alpum from Sunken Foal. Across

the Hood became the Lord of mind them eating poisonous vegetablgs eighteen tracks, guitar and mandolin
a Galaxy’ EP on the Boy Scout Audio but they wouldn't do that they're SO,“U‘% melodies sit comfortably alongside lus
label (also home to Meljoann and Her\z).OUt and on Ehe ball. Compleuily deliciopisceys, glitchy pads and rolling beats.
This four track digital release of synth-s PUt | couldn’t shoot one at all”. This shit There is a vast amount of unreal aural
heavy instrumental electro goes from thé> “™d4¢- Atthe end Of,las year | heal;d goodness online from Irish acts and
nasty funk groove of ‘Lion Dance’and§ S°M€ describe Deviant's *Send In The: |apels that is just itching to be on your
“Tuff Kid to frantic high-bpm workouts.: Hounds' EP as “the most important Irish harq drive.

This is seriously well produced epic stgff® Scironic/dance record ever'. At this 3
¢+ years end I'm sure we'll be seeing theg

®ecccccccccccceicccce
eeccccce

vour Cities, 3\ 2nna hear some quality original Irish: fhe year [wouldn' be surprised at 2l 2 o the world are Dublin duo Lakker. A § the bar for himself production-wise,

Doom Your quality orig ¢ if Bantum, Monto, SertOne, Toby Kaars _, . : % gotten plenty of spins from London dis
electronic talent then they should also i s string of very well received EPs and  : 9 prenty of sp !

Towns’ M Replete or Adultrock started getting i : ssand started working with some top-notch
in vour music collection also : } ) ; . ¢ overseas gigs have established them ds 9 p

was one of y : + regular international bookings and big-e

. . : :_a staple for fans of dark industrial heawy MC’s. Check him out.
WKH - QFH \amegrown labels have been thriving name remixes a la the Kildare boy-dones 0" certainly didn’t do any harm ;  Sure check ALL of the above out.

releases . of late, with Apart‘ment Repords and . good Mmoths. Expect 2013 to be a bu§ywhen none other than Aphex Twin ands G’wan. certainly help sink and drain the
of 2010, + Takeover Recordings putting out some year for these lads. * Surgeon began playing Lakker tunes i economy.
returned with & great techno, electro and house, with ¢ A fajr few other Irish heads have * sets across the globe, and with the lads
‘The Sunken ~ : WKH IRUPHU EHLQJ PRU Hiduf gt Whli@esetved attentions having recently turned their sets into fufll-

Path’ EP. Deathships Detroit and Chicago sounds. Galway ; from abroad lately. Jamie XX has beert on audio visual sync experiences, it's 4 Photos by By Nora O’ Murchti and
play dark pirate/maritime based Alkalinear Records went physical dropping Frank B in sets. Frank's catclygood time to catch Dara and lan live. 3 J'MMY SCissors.

Keep it On The
Download?

EVER SINCE THE INVENTION OF
THE PLAYER PIANO, THERE HAVE
BEEN MORAL PANICS ABOUT
THE CONSUMPTION OF MUSIC,
ABOUT WHO STANDS TO GAIN
FROM IT, AND WHO IS LOSING
OUT. MYLES NI GANGSTALEEN

adapted and moved forward. S DUWLVWY ODEHOV ZHUH VXEII(thJdeQJ D KXJH «QDQFLDO ORVYV

Then the Internet came along, and pretty soon = Pecause of it but I'm not sure people will pay for  Finally we asked PCP about whether he can

it was clear that unlike previous modes of music; it if you remove the freefillegal download option:  syggest any solutions or alternatives to the current
consumption, the impact of this one was not ¢ Another con is the sheer amount of poor qualitys state of downloading. “Something along the lines
gonna be so clear cut. To this day debate about: MUsic out there as the bar is so low now. It costy of IMRO but levied on the bandwidth providers
downloading rages on. < nothing to stick it out so people whack it out thele.and done via youtube, soundcloud, etc. plays.
One of the biggest differences between then and PCP on the other hand sees a lot less cons. “I\/Isaim;nd a special high tax on rich musicians to be
now, is it's not just a case of “you either illegally: it's great. One can listen and educate oneself akiouedistributed to poor ones which is almost all
download or you don't”. music in a way that was impossible previously ; of them (only half joking). I think of music as

We chatted to two Dublin DJs about morality unless you were rich. It also decentralises mug!? a community thing. It's abo.ut belng_lqvolvgd,

and music downloading. PCP has been rinsing * ar_ld takes some of the power away from the cmgslear_mng an |nst_rument_/ skill, organizing gigs /_

out the raves since the mid 90s and told us “Yeé with the media and.technlcal infrastructure. Thete festlyals, blogging , doing rac_ilo, buylng / steall_ng
download lots but | buy lots also. Tens of thousat;w re no cons. Just big differences around the way weusic, whatever, as long as it's an active passionate

worth, now and over the years when | only bou@tg t;end o T(:Js'ﬁ; T:e gyclte S Si q.l:'Ck rt\tow. Mfusac L
vinyl, but then that was cos | had no choice. | s Cates quickly. IS harder to make It matler or 1€6 - we also asked rabble readers how and why YOU

TAKE A LOOK AT THE ETHICS OF : download now cos | can. It's freely available, it's ghrzra‘“zgs,; Butthis is just a difference really. Stuff download. In an online poll the vast majority of
DOWNLOADING supply and demand. | don't exercise my moral 3 ges. _ 3 you were keer_] to emphasise the extra vaIL_Je_ you
e . . choices via shopping.” - Olan goes on to tell us about the theft side of ¢ give to a physical release as opposed to digital. You
Sure even back in the 1870s when it was invened .+ downloading. “I don't feel like I'm stealing if I'm also have no qualms about downloading the work
towns across America were covered in black thoelzaﬁr\ll‘l VCVEO ;%T:rg; )égﬂ::tr;?v;na; rtr:]grgidniv?/iglrﬂ ownloading The Beatles. If | were downloading of someone rich and famous, and that you are very
and white posters emblazoned with a skull and ¢ sharp e eyon the next critical beat melting pot s& g—\e latest bass 12s and going out DJing and makinglling to pay to support local and upcoming acts.
crossbones, and the words ‘Player Pianos Are E its aFr)ni)zled bag gp :ymoney | would feel differently. Most people havge Yet a large bunch said they “always pay for music”.
I§|II|ng Music’. That last sentence was a Ioaq ofs ' ) .+ _probably stuffed a 7 inch down their trousers at}  Gotta go now. 97% of Metallica Discography
lies. But so was the hysteria about the creation ;: “The pros are full and instant access to any poihit some stage in their lives. Stealing is an inherent gownloaded, 98%, 99%, download complete.
of many new formats. The Cassette Tape and tife In musical history whatsoever. Its incredible ©© 2 part of the human condition. In the past given the Right-click. Delete. Are you sure you want to move
Recordable Compact Disc will destroy the musig think you can just grab the whole of Fela KUli's 3 - chojce between buying the music and owning it; ofhjs to Recycle Bin? YES
industry, we were told. The factual inaccuracies; discography in a second. | guess the main con is ot owning it, most people choose the latter. Thés ' '
of these claims became fairly clear soon enougli. You don't appreciate it in the same way as if you gays theres a third way. Owning it and not paying,
Yeah, changes happened but we and ‘the indusfryhad to go seek it out and pay for it. Aconisif 3 anq that is always going to be the most populars

eEmpty Recycle Bin.



Those arseholes in the coalition are back to If you're feeling cynical, it's worth checking

batter us with another gruelling budget. So, a out the set of memes about the state of the place
raggle taggle band of campaigners are gatheripgblished by the Dublin Council Of Trade

for pre-budget demo up in Parnell Square on Unions. That'll kick the inertia out of ya.

Saturday November 24th at 1pm.
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Gathering Against
Austerity

WKRVH ZKR QHHGHG LW DQG VihKHR YutdireZdf WorSeunRulavfbllGv. | UFhe parish
it. And in the north and west of Ireland, it was the: priest denounced [the Ribbonmen] from the altar,
Irish entrepreneurial spirit of the middleman and : and a message was conveyed to him to mind his
his gombeen cousin that held sway over credit. : own business.

Today the middleman is concerned with the tax: By the end of the nineteenth century the
avoidance, commercial property and resource middleman had expanded their business model into
licences. In the nineteenth century it was the i the cities. The decline of Dublin in the decades
sub-letting of land. The link between the centuries after the Act of Union and the retreat of the landed
is the practice of positioning oneself between  : gentry from the city opened up the Georgian
foreign capital and the resources of the island. In: squares and grand houses to the speculator and
an article for the London Times on 7 October 1845 rank-renter. In his evidence to the 1884-85 Royal
the newspaper’s Irish correspondent explained i Commission on the Housing of the Working
the ‘middleman’ system to his English readers. &ODVVHV WKH FKLHI PHGLFDO RI
Large tracts of land, including waste-land, were : Charles Cameron, was scathing in his criticism of
let by landlords to a class of businessman known this urban class of middlemen. In the word of his
as middlemen. ‘The middleman of 100 acres is : biographer, Lydia Carroll, this class ‘rented houses

THE 19TH-CENTURY TERM
GOM’BEENISM, THE PRACTICE
OF BORROWING OR LENDING
AT USURY, IS INCREASINGLY
REFERENCED IN RELATION TO
IRELAND'’S DOMESTIC ECONOMIC
PRACTICES. CONOR MCCABE
TAKES A LOOK AT THE HISTORY
OF THE IRISH MIDDLEMAN AND
ARGUES THAT THEY HAVEN'T
WENT AWAY.

The sins of the
middieman,
the rack rents

n Tuesday 3 January 1882 the nobility .
Oand landed gentry of Ireland metin i no farmer as in England, who invests his capital :

Dublin to discuss the future of the ¢ and skill and industry in the land, and looks for a
island. Among those present was R.J. Mahony,a IDLU SUR<W
landowner from Kerry. He stood and said that the ‘laziness makes him prefer doing nothing, his
recently-passed land act would be the ruin not onlygreediness and necessities make him resort to
of the landlords but of the small farmer as well. :

He explained that as soon as the landlord class:

to take their place.'The merchant, the trader, the rent-seekers. ‘He lets out an acre out of his farm:
usurer, the gombeen man, said Mahony, were ‘the of six acres in conacre to some wretched labourer’
future rulers of the land.” Mr. Mahony called the$e wrote the correspondent, ‘who for the potatoes
the middlemen, and although he may have had‘hisgrown on this land is perhaps compelled to work
reasons for defending landlordism, his warmnings ~ for the farmer the whole year.’

were not without foundation. Forty years later the  This is not to say that the middleman and
middleman were in the ascent and set about Ca;"’ingombeen man always got their own way. In the :
the newly-independent Free State in theirimage {puyo\
- and we've been living with the consequences of ;a5 punished in the North-West of Ireland by
that ever since. © local secret societies such as the Ribbonmen or:
Molly Maguires. In one particular case in 1852,
recounted by an ex-policeman 50 years later in
the mainstream image of the period - and the : the Irish Times, three men ‘known as gombeen :
one taught at secondary level - was one of poor  men purchased agricultural produce in the harvest
VPDOO IDUPHUV «JKWLQJ DJ D L @me\e@hdSsidlt) eub deBdXivthel $piing tindelto need:y
landlords. However, what was glossed over in : farmers... touching heavy interest on their three or
such a black and white analysis was that there :  six months’ bills.’ Their business acumen brought
was another struggle - a class struggle - going on, them to the attention of the Ribbonmen. The ex- :
one that involved small farmers and the rancher/ policeman explained what happened next: :
grazier families. These large rancher farmers  :  \yhen a gombeen man infringed the rules of the
fattened cattle for export, and occasionally they:  Ribbonmen he was put on trial, and if found guilty,

Just who were these middlemen? In an articleé
published in 1982 Michael D. Higgins wrote that

ZULWH WKH MRX U@y Wby gdfawirig the @rgeidt Rimdpnivof

rent they can out of the tenants. The disproportion

i between the rents which the actual owner of the
subletting at exorbitant rents to poor tenants, whilstKk RXVH JHWV DQG WKH UHQWYV WK
KH OLYHV DQ LGOH XVHOHVV: [feRedants B ralinRQaswiekb Bred? « W

was put out of the way, another would come along rent.’ The poor tenants, in turn, become themselves In 1924, when the dust had settled on the Civil

i rack-renter and gombeen man set about the task of

i sightitis to behold.

: shorthand for all the ills and evils of the Irish
V-WKH VLQ RI XVXU \ BRiFess &2 Witd HittloRNe middleman, the rack
: rents and money lending, have concertinaed into

: a Pat-Shortt bumbling character of cloth cap and

¢ Guinness stains proportions. And throughout the

from absentee landlords, to re-let at exorbitant
rents to the poor.’ Cameron in his evidence stated

and money
lending. have... .xw
concertinaed
into a Pat
Shortt bumbling
character of
cloth cap and
Guinness stains

proportions.

War, and with the industrial north ensconced
in its own mini-state, the grazier, shop-keeper,

carving the Irish State in their image. And what a

Since the 1920s the gombeen has become a

history of the State, although the type of business

has changed, the underlying principles have not.

The Irish entrepreneur is still a rentier-class, still
acting as middleman between foreign capital and

the resources of the State — but whereas before it
was the Georgian houses that marked their lives,

now it's the IFSC and the law and accountancy
cUPV WKDW PDNH ELOOLRQV E\ K
avoidance millions of others. The resource for sale
today is the right of a nation-state to set its own

were the local shopkeepers, the arbiters of credit the sentence was carding. His house was visited: tax laws, and to have those tax laws recognised
in the community, and the dispensers of loans. It 1,y 5 select party of these legislators, generally : internationally. That is a tradable commodity,
JDYH WKHP VLJIQL '.F DQW VR FEL HoeEn héﬁi@‘fﬁéﬁ(’fi’énﬁ?&@h < tdikén olt one that provides a comfortable living for those
Not all shopkeepers were graziers, of course, but of phed naked, and placed on a chair in the room,: engaged in it. The business suit has replaced the
neither one was the friend of the smallholder. The anq 4 pair of wool cards were used with vigour on cloth-cap, but the gombeenism and criminal self-
social relations which underpinned Irish rural LV FKHVW DQG EDFN XQWLO: inkksE@RIRG RZHG IUHHO\ +H

society were not only framed by land, but by credit:yyas then solemnly cautioned to obey their orders lllustrations above and opposite by Mice




buying up personal debts for cents orthe debts.
the dollar from banks but instead of

1ri The Occupy movement has taken  pursuing the debtors (medical bills,
Debt Fal rnes a leap into the unknown. They're student loans etc.) they are cancelling

V//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

A FESTIVAL OF CRUELTY CURATED BY AS PURE A CURMUDGEON AS driver tell you how the Irish people are bewildered spout forth at and, occasionally, annihilate some

, that we are required to pay unguaranteed : stuffed shirt or other. There are times when an
EVER SPRANG FROM EIRE'S GRASSY HILLS, CULTURALFATWALOOKS bondholders billions of Euros for debts that the i academic or expert is called out, though mind you

BEYOND THE HARANGUING TO THE TRUE MESSAGE OF TONIGHT WITH Irish people have no relation to or no bearing wit:h, one or two (Diarmuid Ferriter springs to mind) take
VINCENT BROWNE. primarily to bail out or to ensure the solvency of : to it like ducks to water. There are live embedded
European banks? And if the taxi driver had asked outside broadcasts from within protests ignored
you that question, what would have been your : elsewhere on the airwaves. They have a presenter
B y any measure, Tonight with Vincent : show. But beyond the baleful sighs and the eyes:zupyHVSRQVH" 7KDW V P\ sUVW T XWhd WadR @ewelR’ tiveits, SastsHandE dordments out

Browne at the unearthly hour of 11pm : to a heaven he doesn't believe in, to a god that's: evisceration of the hapless Kieran O’Donnell, : live, later reproducing them fully credited on a blog

on TV3 is a weird yet wonderful i not taking calls, Vincenzo is as pure a curmudgeon are you proud of what your party colleague, Phif (politico.ie), responding in detail and often using
phenomenon. In fact, in a political landscape ~ : as ever sprang from Eire’s grassy hills. § Hogan, did in this instance — reassuring or assuringhat to generate debate in future shows.
aImOSt' Complete_ly devoid (_)f genuine debate, it Besides a photographic memory stretching back neighbours in this area that a Traveller family 7KLV VKRZ QHYHU VR PXFK HQGV DV
might just be said to be unique. i eons there is his most dreadful weapon, the phrasevouldn't be housed in that area?". i out - usually in a bad-tempered, inconclusive

6WUDQJHU VWLOO WKH VKL H Vaust Kridwér Wi queskorD. @@st@ngEsiidsHtinger There are many other things that you are liableitoand incoherent morass. Each ending is a tiny,
about in the associated Twitter hashtag, #vinb. : that it seems to have been the main reason that theee on Tonight with Vincent Browne that you will:  beautiful example of another glib and easy closure
Here extreme lefty meets dedicated republican, : Troika refused to meet either opposition or press; never see anywhere else on the Irish airways or (the sine non qua of most political broadcasts),

hard core begrudger and random Twitter smartarSeon their last tour of inspection. It is deployed W|th possibly, anywhere in the world. ¢ deliberately and successfully elided. As a resigned
and all on a roughly even footing. Within this tag : limpet-like tenacity, the hapless victim (be they ; There are the Festivals of Cruelty or bloodlngs Vicenzo stares directly into the void and mumbles
swim small schools of wrigglers of the anti- ballou:t left, right or centre) is allowed to blather on at Wll! horrible rituals in which one of the major political: something about the weather forecast the message
right (the Karl Whelan/Paul Somerville shoal for : for a brief period. Then “the question”. ! SDUWLHV VXSSOLHV D \RXQJ iL & geak itteig 13 1o e ypsoltiap SiFloswe:

want of a better term), and occasionally, even 1 «The question” is always of a *have you stopped purpose of a verbal savaging by Vincenzo. This ; indeed change of any stamp, it's gonna have to

in these shallows, drifting thoughtlessly under a : - peating your wife?” nature. It might be nice o § seems to be based on the misguided notion that: Come from out there beyond the TV screen, from
bridge you hear a faint shout, “TROLL!" Too late!; think that a simple yes/no could be returned as an the victim will be steeled/tempered or toughened YOU (Yes, you!), the humble viewer.

A doughty rock lobster of the Fianna Fail, L_ab_ourj answer, but that would be far too easy! Rarely hds in some way. The repeat throwing of FGTD i  The sun always shines on #vinb
or (horror!) Fine Gael variety has you held in its :

C S i the harried victim even the microseconds to dravy Paschal Donohoe into the metal box shows that
vice-like claws. i breath, yet alone stretch to audible sound. “The | particular theory up as a complete non-starter. The

The #vinb tag, rightly described recently on i question” is always completely ‘loaded’, entirely : casual savaging of doe-eyed Paschal only seems
Twitter by @soundmigration as a genuine socialf; and intricately of arch Vincenzo design and almost to draw him back for more and at times even this 11

u ’, L]
sociological phenomenon, would repay study — : never, ever, drawn from whatever has been the | seasoned anarchist antichrist feels like throwingf The questlon IS
maybe someone is already on it? i media pre-approved ‘argument or ‘side’in any g3 towel into the ring on his behalf. Seasoned

Moving out of ‘virtual pools’ for a moment what | Particular debate. i ministers and party leaders generally will not be always Comp|9te|y

we have is simply a TV panel show presided over Some choice examples of this include asking : found even accidentally within a 50 mile radius : ‘ y
by the mighty Vincenzo. It's extraordinarily hard to Leo Varadkar, “Why did you put the ‘gun to head: of Vincenzo under any circumstances. Inour IoadEd entl rely and
describe to the uninitiated this man of (apparently) clause’ in the preamble to the Fiscal Compact i lovely wee democracy in the year 2012 they are

lefty-liberal leanings. Of course his arsenal of i Treaty?” (he also deployed this particular bludgeon EDVLFDOO\ WHUUL+HG RI D P Hlﬂtmatevaﬁf amhv -
ticks, shudders and eye-browy moves and gesturesG XULQJ WKH sUVW &RPSDFW 7 Wwbvipysly, tebproolv H Z L WK

have been well mimicked, if not quite equalled, by Micheal Martin and Simon Coveney), asking There are times when an ‘ordinary head’, be theyvlncenzo des|gn
the short-lived Mario Rosenstock sketches on thé Troika member Klaus Masuch, “did your taxi i homemaker or community activist, is allowed to
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Networks supplies FEMA and a rake of drones. Rivida’s cutting-edge technology check out ‘Border protection’ ‘Emergency
government agencies with mobile broadbandnsures Ganley could Tweet from almost an§ommunications network’ - they gave him a
networks for use in emergencies. In betweenatastrophe on the US taxpayers’ dime and PHG D O

| (CULTURE}

DAVID JOHNSON EXPLORES A vision to the slums of Mogadishu in Black Hawk
CREEPING RELABELLING OF THE
MOB IN SOME OF HOLLYWOOD'’S
LATEST OFFERINGS.
ne, Two, Many, Mob. Everything you
eed to know about the Hollywood
blockbuster can be summed up in thes
four simple words. One is the hero, a lone reb
«JKWLQJ DJDLQVW DQ XQMX HP 7

San dy CaSh_inHurricane Sandy, bad news for New York, disasters, his tech helps the US Army chaseUHPLQG XV DOO MXVW KRZ EDG \
good news for Declan Ganley, whose Rividadown those pesky Mexican immigrants with (http://rivada.com/rivada-experience/ -

Down, where the poor and wretched of this war-
torn city exist for Scott only to swarm insect-like in
their multitudes. They race through the streets and
over the rooftops to devour the brave but doomed
heroes of the military Many. Poor or Alien, they
all look the same when viewed from above like
moving dots on a Google Earth map, sanitised and
REMHFWLeHG DV WKH\ DUH PRZQ GRZ
In the Global South extras are cheap, as cheap
as the lives they represent on screen. Filmed in
buddies, a mismatched but balanced yin and yang. Cape Town, the third of this summer’s paeans to
The Many is the team, able to overcome all odds SDWHUQDOLVP "UHGG <OOHG WKDW
but only when united behind their charismati teeming lawless underclass, abandoning their own
leader. Mobs are the bad guys, the endless wa cowled saviour to the criminals he tries to protect
of nameless thugs, cannon fodder for the One, { them from. Once again The City is the enemy, both
Two and the Many. creation and creator of the degenerate Mob who
. . call it home. Once again the champion of law and
c;-,:]t(;r:?sc(,ersart;(E,gl?eba:,ss’C:Jr(:‘,‘,?,:a([]I)rlg\,\,snasyhsirtn(;3cle:::li);)tléltIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII g;%e;‘leites ﬁ)orfz ac‘)sufs?(;?agrjogr?g;thr:ilgn?hrger:qa;gde
and white-armoured Stormtroopers to the mix- both as his wa'rd and as his nemesis
DQG PDWFK WKDZEV DQG NXs\ cele poor serve bo . _ '
terrorist. But look closely and you will notice thata-\lhiew are F{m I—fa 85 and nameless rabble’ thT_he messaget;erells .Cls.ar.’dth?t thgre 'S no SutCh
the uniformed foot soldiers and ragged Jihadists a INg as society, only Individuals. sroups mus
giving way to something more insidious, somethintzjﬂﬂl ey are the mOb and the Clty IS thew home * only exist as ”Q'd h|erarc_h|es, never as self-
far more terrifying to the Californian moguls and organised collectives. The rich are here to protect
their plutocrat friends. the forces of the State (the police) and the Churchligital trickery when the bad guys had to be played us from ourselves,_ and the poor are a mindiess
. N L h : h ) " hydra whose grasping tentacles of decadence and
Gone are the Technicolor days when “our” gloricus(the priest who ushers a busload of orphans to safetyy real live people, mobs were expensive, so MaNGsorryption contaminate and pollute all that they
VTXDUH MDZHG ER\V VWRRG Wllﬁ]h'b VeRINWReHO L AMK hig/ Kidhy | 8 h:hEl'N/IVbD PDQR VWLFXIIV DQG ORZEOCHTYeITh(%Om]a)C(t(aI&HKWV %H UH
of “their” decadent and oppressive regime, theseanquished, put back in its place under the thuimlthe order of the day. But with The Matrix trilogy . ) .
LGHRORJLFDO FODVKHV QRZ (U4l 16 ENA HiGralchy FhatlB@uRahHsim@@iddasly EDWWOLQJ WKH LQ-QLWH DJH QW iyhat Bhe/hlaskbpsierdopg Y lgayes pehtydy
3D scenes of billionaire playboys facing dowin leads and yet manages to remain outside of. | EXUHDXFUDF\ DQG *HRUJH /xF#\Pt {qaves bepingveaylidepyps belind a sense

endless hordes of wretched refuse. These shadowyrhe Avengers indulges us with three Ones, a IiviingStr“99|e against the animated enemies of the fre@f estrangement from our fellow citizens who have
miscreants of the 21st Century are no enemy from 3 3" b EL0OLRQDLUH SOD\ER\ D&ket (1 & 5197 MRS Rieslesls, [ pigplgtedeen transformed inio The Other, the alien, the

distant teeming shore, they are in every city in youls it Act in an eye-patch, a Holy Trinity of US gloves were off and Hollywood was freé to let t,éestranger, t_he enemy. Community and_ our global
country, watching with envious eyes and waiting forg o, plicanism, three perfect neo-liberal beings: ifM0bs run riot. The Lord of the Rings came to o;urcommonallty become the dark things hiding in the

a chance to strike out and tear down everything tha' 1y G Ly LQH PLOLWDU\ LQ G X v §¢'64NB Wthihie wareing “Ceniaigs sespes,of epighadows, seeking to swallow us whole, gorging

you have worked for. They are Emma Lazarus'tifed - | OWUDO FRQ-LEW LV DV P xFhatie@nd we g 4133 @ sresl hand ok heri emselves_ upon our ir_1divid_ua|ity, our Iiber_ty, our
poor and huddled masses yearning to be free. They  nite their deeply dysfunctional Many behirid eld fast against g e unrelenting Orc armies :apOUl: Survival means isolation or embracing the

are Jack London’s ‘People of the Abyss’. They ar Helm's Deep. From the Matrix to Middle-Earth thie Nerarchy. *Know your place,” it whispers, “and we

e . L 9 :
" “a single One as it is with the faceless CGI hord ; "
Occupy's 99% and Romney's 47%. They are they,q, tgake ime out at the end to overcome. Here thileme was the same, the bigger the numbers,:tré!! keep you safe’.

faceless and nameless rabble, they are the mold apgh\ i< |ass the internal Other. but the external. :afnore evil the crowd. i This summer The Avengers made over $1.5bn in

the city is their home. : Jticket sales worldwide, The Dark Knight Rises made

invasion of unwanted immigrants coming from an Even before CGI we were still trained to fear th

Ignore, for a moment, the techno-fetish parmunknown elsewhere for reasons never made entitelynob. The drooling glistening teeth and eyeless oriyxR Y H_ U EQ 7ZHQ W\ *YH \HDUV DJR Z
Rl PLOLWDU\ UHFUXLWPHQW cleZiIRiVdE likefyRobcdisey thef hateHrreedomdome of Ridley Scott's titular Alien was made gl Proclaimed the death of society, she was roundly
Transformers or Battleship, and shine a light on thiPerhaps Captain America should simply have bailthe more horrifying in James Cameron’s sequel ipyFastigated for doing so. Today when Hollywood
summer’s greatest hits. In The Dark Knight Risesa giant wall. © simple multiplication. While one Alien was bad, a 'ePeats this message, we give them $2.5bn as a
Batman is the One, the lone voice in the wilderness |, o way it is this ubiquitous CGI that has enabladhest of Aliens was more than the stuff of nightma:re.thank-you.
YLOL-HG E\ WKH XQJUDWHIXO gl W ohRiforf & FhE hirle. InindVdiy? beforScott learned from this, transporting Cameror’s Perhaps Thatcher should have sold us all 3D
sole protector. With Catwoman they are the Two, his : JODVVHV «UVW

noblesse oblige spurring him

RQ WR UHIRUP KHU OLJKW «QJHUHG .

Eliza Doolittle. With his butler The I'ICh are here
Alfred, Commissioner Gordon,

Morgan Freeman and the kid to protect us

from 3rd Rock from the Sun

they are The Many, the team from OurSEIveS,

of would-be heroes ineffectual

without their mighty cowled and the poor are

leader to drive them on.

While the masked Bane might a mindless hydra

VHUYH DV WKH «OP V SRVWHU ER\

villain, the true protagonist is Whose grasping

Gotham itself and the faceless

«OWK\ ORE ZKR FDOO LW KRPH tentaCIGS Of

Gotham’s degenerate denizens

are the reason Bane plots the decadence and

city’s destruction, to cleanse

it of their corruption and vice Corruption

and when given the chance

they rise up not against Bane H

and his criminal cohorts, but in COntam l nate and
tacit service to him, storming

the institutions of the elite and POI I the a” th at
GLVSHQVLQJ VXPPDU\ MXVWLFH o

through warped and perverted th ey Come Il'l

People’s Courts. Itis only when

contact with.

lllustration by Pedro Astelarra



S h ower Of Ban ke rSl,?OO bankers from the bailed-out banks are still

on salaries over €100,000 - with 66 executives
earning over €300,000. Just remember that the
next time you hear Leo Varadkar telling you
we're all in this together.

{TAKE FIVE}

5

LITTLE FECKERS
Hey mister!

They come in all shapes and
sizes. Big ones, little ones,
snotty-nosed, lazy-eyed, gap-
toothed or freckle speckled.
Cheeky chungfellas and yobby
young ones that shout after
you as your dog drags you
along the street. Halloween
belongs to them, a festival of
chaos punctuated with bangers:
stolen pallets and a warm can
RI EXOPHUV VKDUH
On bicycles they come unlit
whirling through the night like
some steroid enhanced Dalek,
pulling wheelies down the lengt
of the M50. Haranguing you for:
fags to the chant of ‘hey mister
and ‘ah here leave it out’. Two-
*QJHUV XS DW WKH
rush home to see their Mammy;
the Dublin bold kids embodies
the irreverent potential of this
city.

But what is it about the hands
down the pants?

h Dublin through the deranged

THE GINGER MAN
Story Time

Obscene, offensive, outrageout
downright rude. These are all
words presumably used to dec
J.P. Donleavy’s 20th century
wonder of Irish literature
known as The Ginger Man.
Banned in Ireland and Americg
for obscenity, there is now no
harm at all in wiling away a
tiresome afternoon following
a homemade trail of the titular
GFKIHDW DR WO YWY BHED
A work of explosive wit and
sexual mischief, Donleavy’s
prose cognitively map 1940s

and drunken eyes of Trinity
VWXGHQW DQG HJ
Tour Dalkey with a spring in
youd adyéd EndesMthbout
Trinity in full knowledge of you
own inebriation; crash through
the window of a swanky, uppe
class window in the middle of
lunchtime service only to run
home and have a go at your w
and child for not understanding
your love of alcohol and other

: women. Well... Maybe just enjay

the walk...

S,

Ty

fe

\ WaUDeQloimy (istiask éod ep

S DRV VOHDD HUWR B O\GKH -

BINGO
Legs 11, swit swooo

If you fancy an evening sans
booze there’s an underground
movement out there that you

may not have heard much about.

Every Tuesday, Thursday and
Sunday night between 1,000
and 2,000 people pack out the:
National Stadium as well as
other venues around Dublin
like the Whitehall Grand Bingo
Club. If you don’t know what

and within moments you'll havé

HOT SAUCE
What's your poison?

25
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lllustration by Redmonk

I \RX QG \RXUVHOI VHDUFKLQJ
IRU WKDW KRWWHU [ DQG WKH\ UH RXW

of Frank’s Hot Sauce in Dunnes
visit hotsauceemporium.co.uk.
Their produce rated on a pain
scale from 3 - 10+ is the mecca

IRU FKLOOL MXQNLHV

with a kick we recommend
Blair's Q Heat Wasabi Green
Tea with jalapaeno & lime or the
deliciously smokey El Yucateco
Chipotle. But if its straight up
obnoxious pain you're after go

D RFN RI EOXH ULQ YoHNe Sphinet€) ShYiRk¥r or the

advice, explaining the differen¢e
between a check and a house
and honestly it's great gas. Pots

accompany a fast and frenetic
numbers game that is live linked
across bingo houses in the cit
meaning one wrong call by yot
will draw tutts from upto 4,000
hardcore gamers across the city.

Colon Cleanser, just remember
the sudocream tomorrow. About
town, Boojum Burrito Bar offers

Q ld vonsifdntly ldhamyidg/selection

of hot sauces to use as liberally
as you dare. Your local Asian
market is great for picking up
unusual brands, just avoid the
crowd-pleasing sweet chili.

A notable mention is Hogan’s
Butchers on Wexford St, their

+RW 6TXLUW FRPHV LQ,

easily mistake for poster paint if
not for the slogan “We’re proud
Rl RXU VTXLUW

This year we dressed up as our favourite government watchdog
transparency website, KildareStreet.com, which raised nearly
€§,QQ9 in B Zopbje-themed appeal to bring it back from the dead.

Launched by John Handelaar and TheStory.ie’'s Gavin Sheridan,

WKH VLWH JRW LWV «UVW ERRVW ZKHQ LW ZR(
funding competition Outvesting back in 2009, walking away
with over €5,000 in a precursor to today’s omnipresent Fund:IT
campaigns. Since then it has been providing an actually useful,
VHDUFKDEOH DOWHUQDWLYH WR WKH RI*FLDO
Oireachtas website, maintained entirely through donations from
its loyal users.

Such civic-mindedness could not go unnoticed by the Powers-
That-Be. Dismayed that more people were using KildareStreet

WKHQ WKH RI*FLDO ZHEVLWH WKH 2LUHDFKW
to be even less usable, shutting off their XML data stream and
forcing KildareStreet out of business. With even TDs calling for
its resurrection, the site went on the fund-raising offensive to

EXLOG D EHWWHU GDWD VFUDSHU DQG QR OR
of the Oireachtas.

In an era when successive politicians have pledged themselves
to open data and transparency, the current KildareStreet saga

5&/%%0 B\k/(thg‘ir words actually are. rabble salutes the

KildareStreet Massive, and hopes their online treat did the trick.

DQG \FROBS P Pay}Reynolds



A Finanpcial
Appeal To Our Readers.

It cost us 1,682 squids to
print this issue of 10,000 copies...

rabble might be free to
you. But it costs us a damn
fortune to print...

What you are holding in your hands is
produced by a team of volunteers on a strictly
not for profit basis. Consider rabble a wager
with Dublin. We reckon the city can sustain a
non-profit, newspaper that gives space to all
its best impulses.

rabble set out over a year ago to create a
space for the passionate telling of truths,
muck-raking journalism and well aimed
pot-shots at illegitimate authority. We want
to build an uncompromisingly independent
paper. To do so means finding a secure

. financial footing.

We've hustled and blagged - but meeting

< our printing bill is getting harder. Never mind
: the countless hours of work that goes into
: production.

We want to continue offering an alternative

: look at Ireland after the boom and help

: contribute to the popular imagination of what
: is possible. rabble wants to continue offering
: a caustic eye on our gracious leaders and

: power brokers, as well as supporting DIY arts
: and culture.

BUT rabble will only survive if it is funded

from the bottom up by it's readers. That is
: the only way we’ll remain a truly independent
: voice.

Here's a breakdown of how we

: financially survived 2012 through a
: combination of gigs, reader support
: and ethical advertising.

Ads - 63%

Gigs - 16%

Reader Donations - 12%
Merchandise - 9%

You can donate to us online at

- www.rabble.ie/support

Come on folks, we're worth it!

Once done
let us know at
donate@rabble.i

9 © 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 00
® © 0 0 6 & & 0 0 0 0 & 0 0 0 0 O O O O O O O O O 0 O O O 0 O 0 O 0O 0O 0 0 0 0 0o













Fantasic
Marian

Marian Finucane dismissed

as ‘baloney’ claims that her
€500,000 salary (since cut by
30%) was for just 4 hours work

research’ go into the programmes
she insisted. She recently admitted
on air never having heard of Jon
Stewart or his Daily Show. Check

at the weekend. ‘Endless hours of@FantasticMar to keep up ;)

| (FLASH FICTION)

Venia Glin

MY FATHER WAS A LOST CAUSE,

GRANNY INFORMED US SHORTLY AFTER

ARRIVING TO SPEND HER FINAL YEAR OF:

WISDOM AND ILLNESS WITH US, AND
BY THE TIME SHE WAS ALMOST READY
TO BE JUDGED HERSELF, CONFINED TO
HER ARMCHAIR IN THE LIVING ROOM
FROM MORNING UNTIL EVENING WHEN
HE — THE GREAT SINNER — WOULD

CARRY HER TO BED, SHE HAD GIVEN UP

SPEAKING TO HIM ENTIRELY, JUDGING
HIM SOLELY WITH HER EYES.

espite her assurances that even a venial

sin could get you barred from heaven, :

there were occasions when my mother’s

mother was so taken with the idea of

2Q WKH HYHQLQJ VKH +QDOO\ GHSDI
an air of quiet celebration in the house. | was allowed to
watch television instead of doing my homework, my father
ZDV DOORZHG KLV ZKLVN\ LQ WKH O
almost a year, and my mother sat peacefully while the coloul
that had drained from her face within days of Granny movin
in began to return.

| wondered whether Granny was as happy as the rest of ul
WKDW VKH ZDV «QDOO\ XS LQ KHDYH
standards would be too much even for the angels. My father,
after a whisky too many, wondered aloud how long — if she
had managed to get there — it would take for God to have he
removed, now that she was living in his house, or whether I
the big man would simply remove himself and return to us
mortals for an early second coming, just to escape that venj
glint... '

It was a sin to say such a thing, | was sure, but my mother
VDLG WKDW *RG ZRXOG XQGHUVWDQI
in person.

Written by Chris Connolly
lllustration by Thomas McCarthy

GDPQDWLRQ WKDW D GH*QLWH KLQW RI DIIHFWLRQ

could be detected in her voice when shée

spoke of it. She would turn bright red as her sermonising :
became more vitriolic, and her eyes would seem to shine:

My father called it the ‘venial glint’, and said that if she

didn't feck off to heaven soon he would have her removed;

from the house - or remove himself - to escape it.

Venial sins were like pennies, she told us, adding up to
make a pound, and if you didn’t repent your pennies you

would be left with a pound of mortal sin. | was sure that if she
didn't stop talking about venial sins my father would commit

a mortal one.

My mother was a sinner by virtue of marrying my father,g

who was soon forced to enjoy his evening whisky in the shed.
, ZDV D VLQQHU IRU QRW *QLVKLQJ P\ YHJHWDI

for watching cartoons. The newsreader was a sinner for :

wearing make-up, the weatherman for predicting God's wind,

and the dog for being a dog. We were all doomed.

|

|

|

|
LRQ WR |
EEOH LH |
|

|

|

|

|

|
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Fashion Whore

DAAARRRRRLINGS. *MWAH *MWAH* IT'S SOO00O
GOOD TO BE BACK AMONG THE COMMON PEOPLE. |
SAN TROPEZ WAS BUZZING DAARRLINGS BUT

DJ-ING IS JUST SOOOO LAST YEAR. ALL THAT |
POUTING AND FIDDLING WITH AUDIO CABLES, AND
THAT'S BEFORE YOU EVEN PRESS PLAY ON YOUR |
IPOD! THE HEADPHONES REALLY LIMIT HOW YOU
STYLE YOUR HAIR. |

Anyway rabblers, hot on the heels of the Paris and London fashion weekg its

WLPH WR WKLQN DERXW WKH ODWHVW WUHQBYV IRU C
EH DERXW VH[\ FKLOGUHQ KRQH\V 5HPHPEHU VZHHW
LQGXVWULHY QHHG WR H[SDQG 1RZ WKDW PRVW DG >
RQ IDVKLRQ WKDQ WKH\ GR RQ FKDULW\ LW WLPH W
VR WR VSHDN $QG QRZKHUH LV PRUH GHYH SLQJ W

The word on the catwalks it that its called ‘Lolita-chic’. Think ‘Tiaras and
WDQWUXPV KLWV WKH KLJK VWUHHWY DQLPDO SUL
ODFN RI LW LGV MXVW KDYH DOO WKH OXF GDDUO|
Fashion Whore HQ, sweeties we've a few ideas to make your little men into,
well, men | suppose. Here’s my ‘Lolita-chic’ top four: I

1. SEXY SWIMWARE

Liz Hurley is a woman who knows how to market her assets and in her latest
summer collection she is helping you market your little girls too. Her kids
swimware collection included a selection of animal print bikinis for the under
eights. Because obviously little girls have potential tits which are nearly as

VH[\ DV DGXOW WLWV DQG QHHG WR EH SURWHFWHG
2. WAX AND SHAVE DOLLS I
It all started with the Mattel’s ‘Clawdeen Wolf’ doll which is aimed at 6
\HDU ROGY DQG XS &ODZGHHQ GHVFULEHV KHU IUHL
of a shampoo commercial, and that's just what grows on my legs. Plucking
DQG VKDYLQJ LV GH*QLWHO\ D IXOO WLPH MRIE EXW W
VFDULO\ IDEXORXV DQG KHU IDY SDVWLPH DV <LUWL

QH[W VHDVRQ ZH OO KDYH D KDLU DZD\ EDUERH ZLWK
the same blank genitals.

3. LIVING DOLLS

-XVW DERXW HYHU\WKLQJ \RX QHHG WR NQR
VKRXOG PDNH QR QRLVH H[SUHVV QR RSLQL
Inspired by anmie this trend has only recently made its way west. Young
women and girls make themselves up to look like doe-eyed cartoons and tal<e
IDVKLRQ VKRRW VW\OH SLFV ZKLFK WKH\ SRVW RQOLC
connotations play this drinking game - one drink for every glimpse of knickells
(always white and lacey) whilst pursuing a living doll site. You'll be pissed i
QR WLPH DQG DOVR EURNH NLGG\ SRUQ GRQI W FRPH

LQ WK
QV DQG

4. TEEN BOYS |
With the celebrity
worshipping I
twittersphere grunting
over Justin Bierber, One Direction’s Harry
Styles and Edward Cullen (he is meant to look I
OLNH D \HDU ROG D \HDU DJH JDS EHWZHHQ
a teen and their lover has suddenly became I

acceptable. Oh, its okay because it is a middle-aged

ZRPHQ *LFNLQJ KHU EHDQ UDWKHU WKDQ D G
a raincoat. Sorry, | missed the memo about how women

are so much less powerful than men that we couldn’t

HYHQ H[HUFLVH LW RYHU D JX\ KDOI RXU DJH

lllustration by Akofa
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Felix Baumgartner broke the sound wings (i.e. a parachute) without (OHYHQ *LFN 1R GRXEW 20G 6SLFH RU
barrier on 14th October when he  actually imbibing any of that toxic ~ George Clooney will be looking to

leapt from 39km above sea level.  rocket fuel. Most impressive was hispimp him out soon enough.

Covered from head to toe in Red  landing, executed with aplomb as he

Bull gear he managed to sprout walked off like the end of an Ocean’s 3 1

A/ (PONDERINGS |

Redbull
Shit.

YES FOLKS, THEY'RE
BACK AND RESTED
AFTER A SUMMER
SPENT WRECKING
HEADS AT 9AM IN
FESTIVAL CAMPSITES.

time?
John, Portobello.

Dear John,

7U\ WR «QG TXLHW WLPH\A@VENBUR/&&?—!V&%“LWR

set aside as ‘me’ time, and in which you
can work undisturbed. Sit your girlfriend

Mile’
Purgator

WASN'T IT THAT
PRINCE VALIANT
FELLAH THAT ONCE
SAID “TO DIE
WOULD BE A GREAT

| CAN TELL YA ONE
THING, IT T'WAS THAT.

.

Greatness.... With all the respect in thef God, the torment! When it was all said
world, sir... | am simply an Actor by thes and done, | watched my youthful self
name of Mick L...”

“SILENCE MILES!!!” Boomed

the angry creator, with a vehemence
comparable to Blackie Conors after a
drop too many of the pure.

“FOR THE SIN OF INFIDELITY
AGAINST YOUR SOUL-MATE,
BIDDY, YOU SHALL BE BANISHED
TO YOUR OWN PERSONAL
PURGATORY, WHERE YOU SHALL
REFLECT ON YOUR ACTIONS FOR
AN INDEFINITE ETERNITY!"

Well Holy God.... before | had
opportunity to protest my innocence, | ¢
IRXQG P\VHOI HQJXOIH
white energy, and vanished. | awoke aRd

had done so many moons ago. | felt like
Marty McFly at the ‘Enchantment under
the Sea’ hop in Back to the Future 2,
except that t'was | was the one getting
the sandbags over the head, not Biff’s
goons. A bovine tear ran down my snout.
| laid my head in my hooves and tried

to get some shut-eye, unsure of where
tomorrow was to lead me.

But just then, an intense white light
enshrouded me once more, sorta like
the intro to Quantum Leap. And there
| was, back at the beginning of the

R P 58 HEvenuy
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@

H[LW WKH EDUQ *OOHG ZLWK

down and explain to her in no uncertain
terms that she is not to bother you

MEET OUR HOLISTIC

immediately recognised the Kilcoole

©000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

+ tortuous position to give me a view of
« the sequence again, from an alternate

LIFESTYLE, ADVICE
AND COUNSELLING
PEDDLERS - THE
SESSION PIXIES...

I suppose the best thing | could liken it hay-barn from our days on the set of {
to, would be smoking a fat bowl of DM Sl Rl | staggered_ D [ feet,s the events over and over for evermore,
in a plush egg chair inside Salvador I felt more youthful and spritely, and 3, OLNH WKDW WKDW 0P ZLWK \
'DO- V VNXOO 72DV - UKeedgaktn beurtirped to this earthly; "o crers As livestock, machinery,
I can tell ya that much. Now, | would s "€@lm. But what a shock as | caught

during these times. Routine is essential,
so try to stick to a schedule as much as
possible. Perhaps set your alarm to wake
an hour earlier in the morning, as often
the most quality learning is done when

angle.... And so | was forced to witness

Dear Session Pixies,

| stopped taking pills and smokin’
dope 2 years ago. Now I'm bored by
my mates banging on about getting
high. If | have to listen to them express
their surprise at how they got ‘fucking
wired!” one more time I’'m gonna lose it.
How do | make them shut the fuck up?

Rob, Ballybough.

Wee Robbie,

Don't be so hard on your mates. They
clearly lead a simple existence which
involves little more than getting blasted
at the weekend and baked during the

week. While you might have moved on,
the grown-up world can be a scary place

the mind is fresh after a good night’s
sleep. Good luck!

Dear Session Pixies,

I'm a 32 year old solicitor, living
a skiny latte lifestyle in the gritty
gaybourhood of D8. Me ma has me
head wrecked. Her phone calls are an
interrogation - she’s OD’d on Liveline
and keeps warning me to stay away
from water cos some dude drowned in
Oz. Now some biddy down her Silver
Surfer course told her about email scams
and she thinks my Nigerian neighbours
are trying to steal my wages and transfer
chickens into my bank account. What
am | to do?

Risteard, D8.

and sometimes it's just easier to shite on

about the old reliables like which little

fellas will leave ya more mashed than a Dear Risteard,

pot of spuds.

If it's really bothering you, try shoutiny
‘Booorrrr-ing’ at the top of your voice
when the topic comes up. Or you could
enter an account of genital rot resulting
from the yoke de jour on PillReports.
com and bring it to the attention of yer

The Pixies believe that honesty just
gets you into trouble. However, on this
occasion, invite the Ma up to the big
smoke for a day out. Bring her along to
the food co-op for a latte and introduce
her to your mate, Adejola the nice
Nigerian guy from next door. While

mates to try scare them straight. Or just the coffee drains and the truth dawns

QG VRPH QHZ PDWHV

Dear Session Pixies,

My girlfriend is really angry because

| keep printing pictures of her sister
off of Facebook and sticking them into
a special scrapbook. How can | study
in peace when she keeps at me all the

she’'ll forget all about the inherent
dangers of D8 living (dog poo, scarcity
of arborio rice and the occasional street
‘character’).

have thought my track record with thes

: t mercilessly - inanimate objects,
D JOLPSVH RI P\ RZQ U '? 'jv%%rrg&:;eg]a k‘uée italia makes even

heavenly powers that be was spotless: trough. The fecker had reincarnated me
But as fate wanted it, there was a mix+ 2aS @ calf! Sure what else could | do but;
up at the pearly gates. | had gotten us.éd stand there on four legs, pondering thes
to being called ‘Miley’ in supermarkets§ VLIQL-FD Q FH RI LW DO O
The price of fame, as they call it sure.: | heard approaching footsteps, and my;
Yet, you can imagine my shock to heaj ©Wn Voice, playful and giggling like a 3
no less than Saint Peter himself confuge SChoolgir in May.... and then hers....
me with the aforementioned characters Fidelma, the siren Cailin, leading me  {
from the acclaimed RTE rural drama. In ©n With her woven curls, faking that 3
VKRFN DQG SURWHVwW : @heppthepaypalsgliyaghappening
attempting to formulate the words that; 29ain before my very eyes, black and ¢
would distinguish me as an actor mergly Wide as they now were. :
SRUWUD\LQJ WKH PDQ sAIPAHdSK,H)\ﬁBis-fD'd&HI-&ﬁvaﬁ:Witall 8
an offender. But | found myself being ¢ once more, as a mere ignorant beast. E
XVKHUHG LQWR D VLGH: RthBUghE \asH Wakdbed my pelvis ¢
shouldered, square jawed, Eastern ¢ gyrating with that age old circular
European looking Angels, to face rhythm, | wondered who the bigger 3

judgement from the Almighty himself. ¢ beast truly was. Well Holy

“N-Now... hold on a second, t-there
ahem... seems to be some element of
confusion
your

here,

00 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

UH*HFWLYH DURXVDO DQ LPSI

time of writing | am a splinter of wood

in ili eam of the barn, whjch
wﬁg%%wé) oQﬁo#W@%osé%&n’éid
views of the proceedings to date, is in
equal measure the most disturbing, as

| have just noticed that Dinny has been
hiding behind a drum of Diesel enjoying
a voyeuristic indulgence all of his own
the entire time. Well Holy God indeed.....
WKLV WUXO\ ZDV WKH
purgatory scenarios.

Words by John Leech
lllustration by Dara
Lynch

cOOHW



{COWBOY BU“_DERS} Alan Dukes recently

backed his Irish Bank
Resolution Corporation

buddy Mike Aynsley's

wage package, a cool

500,000 a year. That's
over ten times the

average industrial wage

u for running a glorified
I tt e r debt collection agency...
[ I B |

THE CORNERS CUT AND SHORTCUTS TAKEN DURING IRELAND’S
PROPERTY BOOM MEAN THAT PRIORY HALL, NEGATIVE EQUITY
AND HALF-FINISHED GHOST ESTATES ARE BUT THE VERY TIP OF
A CONTINENTAL-SHELF SIZED ICEBERG, AND EVERY DAY BRINGS
NEW TITANIC TALES OF GRIEF AND MISERY. THE LATEST MAYDAY
TO REACH OUR EARS CAME IN A SHORT, SINGLE WORD: PYRITE.

. . . . ) . geological testing.
pnte occurs naturally in certain rock ¢+ day wanted to know when we were going to moye The response from County Councils, who have

ormations. Left alone in the ground it's ¢ out of the house and when were we going to get VSHEL*F OHJDO UHVSRQVLELO
. grand,_ but when a quarry in North Couniythe Pyrite out”. authorities, has been minimal. Fingal County
Dublin sold this ‘fool’s gold’ to developers for usg  «“Oyr careers are on hold because we can't Council which was home to the quarry selling
DV LQ-00 EHQHDWK RRU VODrEcYs off oihf anddiseds BN &itbhbioR is 2 Pyrite r’ecently published a report claiming
Aoife McGee's house was built in 2003 and testegaken away from everything because when yous knowlédge of only a handful of Pyrite-affected
postl)tlwe fothynte |nk2(t))09. Shte dlscovereddthe W are in the house you see the damage that is begiomes in their area. This is despite conservative
problem when cracks began to appear and grow; caused everyday. There is also an awful sense $ acti i
LW ZDV UHDOO\ ZKHQ WKH Nighbiétohes R 8huselR i sLick Be sixt imicating ot 570 nomeoaners i noel nave.
half and | investigated by pulling up a few tiles : years statute of limitations so we can't go after } lodged claims for Pyrite damage. Local authorities
| saw that the concrete slab had snapped in half anybody ... there is nothing from a legal point of; have generally failed to take enforcement action
underneath”. view that we can do. Our house is only seven y&aigainst developers who have breached building
Aoife also has a “visibly growing gable wall old but it is as if that's tough shit, the law doesn% control regulations by using defective materials
where you can see that the house is actually see us as having a case against anyone.” : such as Pyrite.

leaning forward. You come in from work every 3 while the Government-appointed Pyrite Pane} Householders seeking to address the Pyrite
day and you are looking at the cracks and you 3 Report puts the number of Pyrite claims lodged: problem have also had to contend with a culture
assess what new damage there is. It completely with a structural guarantee insurance company &R | VLOHQFH 6DQGUD WROG X
takes over your life. Some days it gets to you sq apout 850, this is considered to be a conservatiyef people won't put up their hands and say they
much, there have been times that | have drivendnigiimate of the numbers affected. All new homeS have a problem and unfortunately it is one of thos
my estate and it's just gotten too much and | hay&nat are sold come with a structural guarantee : things that people have been quite secretive abo
turned around and driven right back out again, '§ncluded. The main structural guarantee insureriithecause they don’t want to be the one person on
really devastating.” ¢ Ireland is Homebond which provides a low costy their road raising their hand about the problem.
Pyrite causes damage when it comes into minimal cover structural insurance system. Thes [They] don’t want to bring their property value
contact with water and expands. Then it heaves; result has been disastrous for homeowners. ' down, or they don’t want to let it be known that

and cracks leaving structural damage in buildings. sandra Lewis of Pyrite Action told rabble that? their development has Pyrite, but at the end of
Remediation work typically involves removing tfe<yeryhody felt very comfortable that they had & the day everybody knows, Ireland is so small.
FRQFUHWH -RRU VODEV DQG :Wt*&&%r’aléoé?éﬁteé H%m@rﬁ\é%n\ﬂ’\%éh AR Bvery engineer worth their salt going into your
then replacing it with high quality material befor¢ the industry leader”. However in August 2011 2 house will spot it straight away, there will be no
UHSODFLQJ WKH «RRU ] VODE \z, I@leéboHﬁ@r@lbt%é#s@tdtir\ﬂ thét el KA@n6 ¢ mistaking it. So you won't sell your house anywa
and any other structural damage. This can run ifiteuga| liability whatsoever and weren't going to + you know you have to acknowledge the problem t
the tens of thousands of euro. ¢ have any hand, act or part in repairing homes. The[ LW DQG KRSHIXOO\ JHW FH
3\ULWH HPHUJHG «UVW LQ 1:RrisuaKce &2o@ino\td Rdhdra, Quas “not worth it's a one way thing, it will only get worse unless it
in several new housing developments in 2007. ¢ the paper it was written on. It's like picking and E is remedied.”
Since then schools and community buildings ha:vehoosing what you will and will not cover, what ¢ The pot of gold at the end of the Celtic Tiger
also tested positive. While the quarry that was : they did is they started to remediate them but thepainpow is a steaming pile of Pyrite. While the
selling Pyrite-infected materials has shut down ¢ realised the extent of it and pulled back from it"; jives of Aoife, Derek and hundreds of others have

D QG D QXPEHU RI KRXVHV L O: Wt pidite WarfbheMOréYar o/is 4 fetakivly 3 been destroyed, yet again those responsible are
discovered the problem have been sorted out, : QHz SKHQRPHQRQ LW HPH UJHi@yénd réck, udtQuchab® @ndlaughing all the
RWKHUV DUH VWLOO ZDLWLQJpliBibn W the bklinkid Edé%é aldFaide fh chhbfeay to the bank. Unreachable, that is, until peopl
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